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Just Among Ourselves 


Our Journal of Christian Education 


HAT our Journal of Christian Education is meeting a long 
T felt need of our people, we think every one will agree who 
has been following the issues from month to month and 

has been drinking in the many good things Dr. Harper and his 
staff have been giving us. In fact, every number is brimful of 
helpful articles and suggestions that can be used by Sunday- 


school officers and teachers; yes, every Christian worker. It is 


our Journal and is one of which we may well feel proud. 

And, while the patronage of our Sunday-schools has been 
fair, yet there are many of our schools that are not ordering it 
for their teachers and officials. We feel certain if these schools 
only realized what they are missing, they would send us their 
orders at once. Our people today are being given the best grade 
of literature along all lines by our editors and our own Publish- 
ing House, The Christian Publishing Association, we have ever 
produced. Dear reader, if you and your school are not now 
readers of The Journal of Christian Education, please allow us to 
prevail upon you to write us for a sample copy. It will gladly 
be sent you promptly without charge. Let us urge upon you the 
importance of sending for a sample copy at once. The May issue 
is Mother and Daughter number and contains a fund of material 
that can not but be helpful to every reader. The subscription 
prices are: Single copy 10c each; 30c for three months; $1.00 
per year. In clubs of five or more to one address, 3 months 
25c each; per year 75c each. 

Send all requests for sample copies and orders to The Chris- 
tian Publishing Association, Dayton, Ohio. 

A. F. CHASE, 
Circulation Manager. 








JESUS CHRIST AND THE WORLD TODAY 
Grace Hutchins and Anna Rochester 


“A new book that is radiant in its Christian idealism and relentless in 
its application to the realities of life. The authors hold that Christ is the 
hope of the world; they assume this belief and attempt to analyze its im- 
plication for individuals, churches, classes, and nations. Here is the right 
kind of fundamentalism; the insight that brings the living mind of Christ 
into vivid and sparkling contact with the life of today.”—Christian Century. 

A fresh and stirring program of study of Jesus’ teaching. Every 
chapter has stimulating material for discussion groups. 


Price, Net $1.25 


The Christian Publishing Association 
Dayton - Ohio 











Determined by Thought 


MAN’S thought determines the moral 

climate of his life, and will settle the 
question whether his conduct is to be poison- 
ous marsh or fertile meadow, fragrant 
garden or barren sand. The pose of the 
mind determines the disposition, and will 
settle whether a man shall soar with angels 
in the heavenlies or wallow with swine in 
the mire. What we think about the things 
that are greatest will determine how we 
do the things that are least. What are your 
primary thoughts about God? The prints 
of those thoughts will be found in your 
courtesies, in your intercourse, in the com- 
mon relationships of life, in the govern- 
ment of commerce, in the control of the 
body, and in all the affairs of home and 
market and field—J. H. Jowett, D. D. 








Deaths 





Lucinda Grim was born in Malbura, Ohio, August 
24, 1842, and died at her home two miles south of 
Columbiana, Ohio, May 25, 1925, aged eighty-two 
years. In 1862 she married David Grim, to which 
union were born two sons, one of whom is living. 
She united with the Christian Church at East Middle- 
ton, Ohio, many years ago and has been a faithful 
member up to the last, always ready to lend a helping 
hand to the needy and an encouraging word to the 
faithful. Her influence in the family circle was like 
bread cast upon the waters. Funeral services were 
held in the East Middleton Christian Church by the 
writer in the presence of a large = sympathetic 
congregation, the text being Rev. 

oe. CARTER. 





Official Information 








MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


Paul L. Piersall, Merom, Indiana. 

Bertha Driver, 511 North East St., Winchester, Ind. 
- A. Riley, 28 Amsbry St., Binghamton, N. Y. 

. A. Reed, 715 S. Walnut St., Muncie, Indiana. 

F. Holsclaw, 523% Ohio Ave., Muncie, Ind. 

. J. Gillette, Madisonville, Pa. 

. A. Huckell, Lagrangeville, N. Y. 

“C. Hall, 411 West Seventh St., Erie, Pa. 

. M. Woods, R. R. 2, West Milton, Ohio. 

. R. White, 930 N. Elm St., Muncie, Ind, 





NEW YORK STATE CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 


Notice is hereby given of amendments to the con- 
stitution of the New York State Christian Association 
at the meeting to be held at Lakemont, New York, 
June 24, 1925, at two p. m. 

JAMES 8. Frost, Treasurer. 

West Henrietta, New York. 





NBW YORK WESTERN CONFERENCE 


The one hundred and ninth annual session of the 
New York Western Christian Conference will meet 
with the Parma and Greece Christian Church, Friday, 
June 26, 1925, at ten a. m., Eastern Standard Time. 

The railroad station is Spencerport, N. Y.; either 


steam or interurban. 
Ira L. Peck, Secretary. 
Gasport, New York. 





YOUNG PEOPLE’S CONGRESS 


The first annual Young People’s. Congress of the 
Miami Ohio Christian Conference will be held in the 
Versailles Christian Church, June 19, 1925. One big, 
happy day is being planned for all the young people 
of the conference. The day’s program is being pro- 
moted entirely by the young people themselves and 
promises to be one of the very best. 

Delegations from the various churches will report 
on goals for the past year. The largest delegation at- 
tending will receive special recognition. The pastor 
and young people of each church should begin now 
to “work up” that delegation. Programs later. 

J. E. Etter, Secretary of Education. 
Greenville, Ohio. 
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Clear black print, thin, light, and very compact. 

Authorized Version, printed on finest India 
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though black and clear the print 
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Only a Little Thing 


NLY a little shriveled seed, 
It might be flower, or grass, or weed; 

Only a box of earth on the edge 
Of a narrow, dusty window ledge; 
Only a few scant summer showers; 
Only a few clear, shining hours; 
That was all. Yet God could make 
Out of these, for a sick child’s sake, 
A blossom wonder, as fair and sweet 
As ever broke at an angel's feet. 





Only a life of barren pain, 

Wet with sorrowful tears for rain, 

Warmed sometimes by a wandering gleam 
Of joy, that seemed but a happy dream; 

A life as common and brown and bare 

As the box of earth in the window there; 

Yet it bore, at last, the precious bloom 

Of a perfect soul in that narrow room; 

Pure as the snowy leaves that fold 

Over the flower’s heart of gold. 








—Henry van Dyke. 
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About Folks and Things 


Rev. Robert Wearly has resigned the work 
at Trotwood, where he has been for some 
years, to take the pastorate at West Liberty 
and McKees Creek, all three churches be- 
ing of the Miami Ohio Conference. The 
new field has real opportunities which we 
hope may be realized under his direction. 


The Community Christian Church at Web- 
ster, Maryland, is planning a great first 
anniversary service on August 23, by which 
time it is hoped that the debt on the church 
property may be entirely discharged. The 
work there has made very fine progress and 
the brotherhood as well as the local constit- 
uency have reason to rejoice on this glad 
occasion. 

We are wondering if there are any other 
of our aged friends who have been readers 
of The Herald longer than Mrs. C. J. Brad- 
ford, of R. R. 4, Franklin, Ohio? She is 
ninety-eight years of age and is still great- 
ly enjoying the paper, as she has done a 
large part of her life. She feels that the 
periodical grows better and better-as the 
years go by and finds great comfort in it. 


The men of our church at Ansonia, Ohio, 
Rev. M. C. Wiseley pastor, gave a pageant 
on a recent Sunday evening at the school 
auditorium, entitled “Joseph Sold Into 
Egypt.” The pastor himself wrote four out 
of the six scenes of the pageant. The at- 
tendance was far larger than could get into 
the auditorium. John Paul Swinehart, of 
Versailles, gave two violin solos, and a Mr. 
Clark of Greenville conducted the orchestra. 


Miss Lucy Eldredge is to be one of the 
speakers at the Indiana State Christian En- 
deavor Convention this year and her father 
is to give a number of addresses at the In- 
diana State Sunday-school Convention. 
Brother Eldredge has just returned from a 
seven weeks’ trip through our churches in 
New England and Miss Eldredge is listed to 
give a number of addresses at four Boys’ 
and Girls’ Congresses which meet very soon. 

The fifth annual session of the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Congress of the Eastern Indiana Con- 

_ference will be held at Albany, June 24, 
beginning at 9:15 and closing with the eve- 
ning address by Brother Hermon Eldredge. 
The Boys’ and Girls’ Congress of this con- 
ference has made a great name for itself, 
and its program this year promises that the 
coming session will be fully up to standard 
in every way. It warrants a very large at- 
tendance. 

Dr. and Mrs. F. :G. Coffin sailed from 
New York on the steamship Coronia on Sat- 
urday, June 13, for a short tour of Europe 
in connection with their attendance of the 
Universal Christian Conference on Life and 
Work to be held at Stockholm, Sweeden, the 
latter part of August. A list of his cabling 
and mailing addresses is on file in Secretary 
Burnett’s office, and anyone can reach him 
through Dr. Burnett. We expect to have a 
number of articles from his pen concern- 


ing the trip and interpreting that great 
convention for our readers. — 

The Metropolitan Christian Convention 
Summer School to be held at Lakemont, July 
6-12, presents a very fine program of in- 
structors and lectures and our pastors and 
leaders in that area ought to bend every 
energy to make the attendance just as large 
as possible. It seems to us of strategic im- 


portance that this first attempt at a Summer . 


School at Starkey be made an outstanding 
success, and we hope that every one will 
bend his energies to make it so. 

Rev. C. B. Lusk, who for a number of 
years has been rendering valuable service 
at the Christiansburg and Cove Spring 
Churches, Miami Ohio Conference, has just 
resigned the work at Cove Springs. He is 
much loved by his people there. One of the 
big features of their work just now is a 
union Vacation Bible School which he is 
helping to push for the entire township, 
the school being held in the school build- 
ing just across the road from the Cove 
Springs Church. 


Dr. and Mrs. D. M. Helfenstein who spent 
the winter with their son, Dr. Roy C. Helfen- 
stein, at Dover, Delaware, assisting him in 
the work there in many ways, have returned 
to the West, where they will spend the sum- 
mer. They have accepted a call to the 
pastorate at Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, and 
will take charge of our church there about 
September 1. In spite of his advanced 
years, Dr. Helfenstein remains quite vigor- 
ous and the church is looking forward to ag- 
gressive work under his leadership. 


Rev. Dennis D. Bouman, pastor of our 
church at Stanfordville, New York, was 
married to Miss Aileen Williams at the 
home of Dean and Mrs. George C. Enders, 
of Defiance, on June 11, Dean Enders per- 
forming the ceremony. Both are Defiance 
graduates, he of the class of 1923 and she 
of the class of 1924, and Brother Bouman 
is taking graduate work at Yale Divinity 
School in connection with his work at Stan- 
fordville. They went immediately to Stan- 
fordville where they will make their home. 


Dr. G. O. Lankford, and his people at 
Burlington, North Carolina, are rejoicing 
over a great blessing which has come to 
them and that city through the Ham-Ram- 
say evangelistic meetings which have just 
been completed there, and of which he tells 
elsewhere in this issue. Our own church 
has already received 128 new members from 
this meeting, making its present membership 
620. Two weeks’ ago the attendance at 
Sunday-school numbered 465, and the entire 
work of the church has been greatly stimu- 
lated by this very successful evangelistic 
campaign. 

Crown Point, Dayton, continues to do 
things in a surprisingly successful way. 
Through the fine leadership of Rev. and Mrs. 
Clark Denison, the church in all of its de- 


’ Towanda, Kansas. 
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partments has been making steady growth 
month after month. Having only last year 
built a parsonage, the church has just now 
completed a small temporary building for 
part of its Sunday-school and other work. 
These buildings were both dedicated on June 
7, Dr. W. H. Denison having charge of the 
services—and in his accustomed way raising 
more money than was required to lift the 
indebtedness, over $3300 being provided for 
that day. 

In the communication from President 
Harper in this issue will be found a most 
surprising statement and that is that out of 
all Elon’s large alumni there is only one 
who is not a professing Christian. This is 
certainly a remarkable showing, and indi- 
cates something of the fine spiritual in- 
fluence of that institution. It is also ex- 
ceedingly significant that Elon has sent out 
ninety-two ministers—including many of our 
most forceful leaders. All of which is in- 
dicative of the fact that our colleges furnish 
a safe place for the youth of our homes to 
go and at the same time supply the indis- 
pensable leadership for our churches. Every 
year makes more and more apparent the 
necessity of supporting these educational 
institutions in a large and generous way. 

Through the generosity of Mr. and Mrs. 
M. Orban, Jr., a handsome memorial church 
building is to be erected in memory of 
Mrs. Orban’s father, Rev. Isaac Mooney, at 
The plans call for a 
building costing $100,000, and it is hoped 
that the structure may be begun at once. 
Brother and Sister Orban are certainly 
proving to be noble servants of the King- 
dom through the generous use which they 
are making of their money, and we are sure 
they must feel rich compensation in the 
thought of the good they are doing. Rev. 
R. L. Hendrickson, our pastor at Towanda, 
and his people are deeply grateful for the 
beautiful and enlarged equipment which is 
thus to come to them and are planning to 
make the best possible use of it and the en- 
larged opportunities which it will give them. 

The new building at Walnut Hills, Day- 
ton, is nearing completion and the dedication 
has been set for Sunday, June 28. Dr. 
Warren H. Denison will preach in the morn- 
ing and Home Mission Secretary Thomas in 
the afternoon, the evening speaker being 
yet unannounced. The pastor, Rev. A. W. 
Hirby, and his people are to be congratu- 
lated upon the Sunday-school and working 
equipment with which they have provided 
themselves at an approximate cost of 
$40,000. The new building will care for a 
number of classes, with separate primary 
and beginner’s department. It has a fine 
basement, fully equipped, which can be used 
for gymnasium and social purposes. This 
is only the first unit of the proposed build- 
ing, the plan calling for the addition of the 
church auditorium some years hence when 
the church is able for it. The work at Wal- 
nut Hills has been doing fine and now we 
feel sure will go forward rapidly and in time 
become one of our strongest churches. 
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The “City Frontiers” and Us 


HE word “frontiers” has always connoted great 
T plains and wild mountains and sparsely occupied 
territory. And when we used to speak of “frontier 
missions” we meant home mission work in such places. 
But so far as church work is concerned, the most needy 
“frontiers” are not necessarily of that kind. Turn and 
read the communication from Brother P. S. Sailer on page 
sixteen and you will see what we mean. He tells us that 
there are one hundred and forty-six new towns on Long 
Island that are without a church of any denomination. 
This same condition exists around almost every great city. 
The trend to the cities has been so general and the growth 
of suburban districts and towns has been so rapid that 
the Church has not been able to keep pace—and this is the 
real church frontier of America today. Many of these 
places are more neglected religiously and have a larger 
unchurched population than have any of the western 
frontiers about which we have so long been talking as 
home mission fields. Most of them are filled with respect- 
able people, with more or less prosperous people, with 
people who are bound to exert a significant influence upon 
our future national life. And yet to an alarming extent 
the people in many of these new communities are without 
church ministration and are indifferent to religion. Never 
of their own accord will they set up a church in their 
midst unaided and alone. Neither did the early settlers in 
the West. Thus in many respects these outlying com- 
munities parallel the western frontiers in which home 
mission money has been spent so lavishly for so many 
years. 


OW the question for us of the Christian denomination 

is, What are we going to do about them? There is 

no other denomination that is so peculiarly fitted for just 
such new communities as is our own. It is made for just 
such situations. In every such neighborhood the popula- 
tion is made up of people from all denominations and 
from no denomination. They have every possible shade 
of belief and are partial to all kinds of modes and forms. 
The Christian denomination can accommodate them all 
and make them all feel perfect freedom in its services. 
It has no denominational confession or theological “‘stand- 
ard” to which they must subscribe. It will gladly give 
them any form of baptism they wish—immersion, trine 
immersion, sprinkling, pouring; or it will receive them 
without water baptism of any kind, as do the Friends. It 
can take those scattered communicants from all denomi- 
nations and solidify them into one fellowship without try- 
ing to revamp them and make them over into its own 
mold. If it is true to its own highest ideals and breathes 
its biggest and best spirit, there is no other denomination 


in the world better qualified than is the Christian Church 
to handle such a cosmopolitan and denominational com- 
plex as those new city communities present. Do we not, 
then, owe something to them of a very definite nature? 
We certainly do—up to the very limits of our resources 
and possibilities. 


UT this brings us to one of the serious phases of the 
situation. Our denomination is preponderatingly 
rural. Most of our churches are in small towns or the 
open country. Many of them are getting along with 
part-time preaching. Most of them consider themselves 
“poor,” no matter how rich may be their membership in 
acres and herds and automobiles. By far the larger part 
of the membership of such churches have never learned 
to give anything like the membership in our city churches 
give. Literally thousands of farmers who own their own 
land and make a good living do not give one-fourth as 
much to the church a year as do thousands of young 
women stenographers and clerks who work for meager 
salaries. The consequence is that these rural churches 
think of themselves as being weak and poor. They look 
upon themselves with self-pity. And they rather resent it 
if anyone asks them for mission money, especially if it 
is to go for work in the cities. Now that is the situation 
that confronts our denomination. We might better face 
it than to evade it. By far the biggest openings and 
opportunities for our denomination now are in the cities. 
By far the greatest new responsibilities resting upon our 
denomination are in the cities. But the great majority of 
our churches are in the country district, and many of 
them and their pastors are unwilling to give for city work 
just because it is city work. The city seems so big and 
strong and rich to them that they have no conception of 
what a tremendous problem of evangelization and Chris- 
tianization our cities are facing. They have never been 
stirred by a noble missionary impulse to help anywhere 
that there are missionary frontiers and people going with- 
out Christ and his gospel. They are class-conscious rather 
than missionary-spirited. And the consequence has been 
a reflex injury upon themselves which has helped to keep 
their own work little and weak. This is a law of the 
Kingdom that no man and no church can evade. When- 
ever churches refuse to give their money wherever God’s 
work needs to be done, it brings on spiritual and financial 
enervation upon themselves. And we have a great num- 
ber of village and country churches right now which are 
dead or dying just because they were not willing to give 
their money to help establish churches in the cities—just 
as we have some city churches which are dying because 
they were too selfish to give money to needy country fields. 
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Their very conferences are going out of existence because they 
would not even help build churches in the strategic cities in their 
own conferences. How much longer is it going to take our people 
to learn this lesson? 


'T'HE very life of our denomination is at stake in this matter. It 

is impossible to hope to keep our denomination alive if we neg- 
lect these city opportunities. It is the city churches upon which 
every denomination has to depend in most part for support for its 
colleges, its foreign missions, and its other general enterprises— 
big city churches which can give great sums of money for these 
purposes. Then how can the Christian Church live if it does not 
establish a far larger number of such city churches than it now 
has? It can not! That is the simple, hard fact of the matter— 
and there is no way of getting around it. And our country and 
small-town churches will have to be willing for some of their home 
mission offering to go for this most vital purpose. Part of our 
home mission funds go to country work and to weak town churches, 
but part of it must go to the cities. And any country church that 
withholds its home mission offering, or gives to home missions 
grudgingly, simply because a portion of its offering will go to 
mission work in the city is adopting a policy that will kill the 
Christian Church. If our denomination is to continue to live, we 
must all together make a mighty effort to build up strong city 
churches. It is our only hope. 


Japan Matches Our Defense Day 


WO weeks ago we tried to show how wars are begun and how 
+* nations are gradually worked up into a suspicion and dread 

of each other, which inevitably culminates in armed conflict. 
We pointed out how these processes are actually under way with 
Japan. If there were no other reason why sensible people should 
cppose the naval demonstration in the Pacific which is to begin on 
July 1, our recent military maneuvers at Hawaii, our Summer 
Training camps, Defense Day, and all the rest of it, it would be 
sufficient reason to oppose it all on the one single ground of friend- 
ship with Japan. With conscientiousless writers like Arthur Bris- 
bane every few days telling his twenty million readers that Japan 
is getting ready to fight us, and conscientiousless newspapers like 
the Chicago Tribune constantly stirring up suspicion against Japan, 
there is enough going cn to foster war between these two countries 
without our Government doing it in an official way. But the two 
nations, egged on by the militarists in both countries, go on blunder- 
ing along in the path that so easily leads to war. 


We have our Defense Day set for July 4. Its one major and 
all-predominating purpose is propaganda—to stir up the war fever 
and to get our people ready for greater military preparedness. That 
is the prime object of the day, as every one intelligent to militar- 
istic propaganda and militaristic tactics knows. The day will be 
filled with florid speeches and dreadful tales of how great is our 
peril unless we increase our military defenses. And practically 
every bit of this propaganda will be directed against Japan! Stick 
a pin in that point! There is not the remotest possibility that we 
will have a war with any other nation. President Coolidge has just 
declared that there never was a time that we were less likely to 
have war with any nation—which includes Japan. But shrewd 
writers and speakers can “throw a scare” into the people with 
Japan. And so we have our Defense Day—and Japan will be the 
“bloody shirt” for this glorious military buncombe. 


But the militarists in Japan are not going to be outdone by us. 
And so they have planned for a “National Humiliation Day” to 
be held on July 1, the anniversary on the date of which our Immi- 
gration Exclusion Act became effective. This Humiliation Day is 
being fostered by the Pacific Civilization Society and other patriotic 
organizations of Japan, and of course has the backing of many 
politicians and newspapers. The official government has had too 
much sense as yet to endorse the day, but doubtless pressure will 
be made to persuade it to do so. Mass meetings and demonstrations 
will be held throughout the country, and a book for wide distribu- 
tion throughout the nation is planned in which will be given pro- 
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tests from prominent people and organizations against the Ameri- 
can exclusion act. And services will be conducted at the grave of 
the “Unknown Patriot,” who committed harakiri as a patriotic 
protest against our exclusion law. 

Of course those back of Humiliation Day claim that no offense 
is intended to America and that nothing ill is meant by it, just as 
our War Department and our military propagandists insist that 
nothing is meant against Japan by our Defense Day and all of its 
spread-eagle speeches in which Japan will inevitably be cited to 
stir up dread and suspicion. But every experienced person well 
knows that Humiliation Day will increase the feeling in Japan 
against America, just as Defense Day and all of that sort of thing 
here increases the feelings of our people against Japan. 

And that is the way that the seed is sown and the processes of 
war begun. And just as sure as fate these processes that are now 
getting so well under way between these two nations will ripen into 
a war if the thinking people of both nations are indifferent enough 
to let this sort of thing go on. 


That “Back Seat”’ 


OW often one hears the expression “taking the back seat!” 
H And how often that expression is used with more or less 
; derision, and resentment not infrequently, from those who 
liave grown old in the ministry or in the service of the local church 
as with something of bitterness in their voice and in their heart 
they declare that on account of their age they have been forced 
to “take a back seat!” And it may be true that men and women 
have been forced out of their positions before their tenure of use- 
fulness was really completed. But we are wondering if after all 
a great deal of sting has not been read into those words which 
should not be there at all. For it is our observation that the “back 
seat” may really and truly be made a throne and a promotion in- 
stead of a place of humiliation and demotion. It all depends upon 
the way in which the fellow himself accepts it. 


If after years and years of service in some office or in some 
other position of leadership, one can gracefully step down with 
cheer and good will in his heart for those who follow him, the 
“back seat” really becomes a throne and he steps up instead of 
down. From that throne, if he has the proper grace and good will, 
he can exert a most enviable influence and radiate helpfulness 
throughout the organization. Instead of feeling that he has been 
crowded out, and making others feel that they have crowded him 
out, he can be a regular fountain of optimism and blessing; and 
men and women will seek his counsel and cherish his comradeship. 
Thus instead of losing his prestige and diminishing his service, he 
will come to occupy a more honorable position and to exert an 
even larger influence than before. 


Again and again we have watched it work in both ways. We 
have seen elderly men and women thrust into a “back seat,” as they 
called it, and we have seen them pout and grow sour and bitter; 
and soon they have lost some of their friends and admirers and in 
a measure have broken down and undone much of the work to which 
they had given long years of faithful and joyful service. And 
all because under the natural order of things they had grown old or 
had been already too long in some particular position or service. 
Received in that spirit, it was a tragedy no matter what happened. 
For them to have remained in the work, it would have meant in- 
jury to the cause; and for them to have been displaced in the 
work, meant injury to their own spirit and joy. On the other 
hand, we have seen men and women insist that they had served 
their time, and that it was due the work and due the youthful 
generation following them that they be relieved of the active 
leadership and that their mantle be placed upon younger and more 
aggressive shoulders. In this fine spirit they have stepped up and 
out from their positions with joy in their heart over the work they 
had done and with even greater joy in their heart that younger and 
more competent hands were lifting the responsibilities from their 
shoulders. Even so their friends and admirers have become more 
enamored with them because of their great-hearted spirit. And 
they have stood crowned with a new influence and a new honor 
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and their prayers and their encouragement and their friendship 
have been deeply cherished with a new sense of appreciation by the 
entire church simply because of the magnanimity of their great 
souls. It all depends upon how the fellow himself is inclined to 
accept the inevitable—whether he clings to his position or whether 
he is glad to help develop and train young workers to take his 


place and carry on the conquests for the Kingdom as he himself 
no longer can do. 

Thus do men and women in every church, and in every busi- 
ness for that matter, hold the power within themselves to make of 
it simply “taking a back seat” or to make of it a stepping up on to a 
throne from which they shall radiate increased power and good will. 


The Trend of Events 


Why France Fears Germany 


A great deal of partial and rather soft sentimentality has of 
late years permeated much that has been written in America re- 
garding the attitude of the European nations towards Germany. 
To judge from some religious writers and from some periodicals 
like the New Republic, one would suppose that Germany had been 
the most innocent and most imposed upon nation in modern history. 
And to hear them talk, one would naturally conclude that Germany 
had won the war! They are always severely criticizing France 
for “oppressing” Germany, and for being afraid to permit Ger- 
many to become a great nation again, and lamenting the fact that 
France is driving Germany to be resentful and vengeful! 

Just what do these writers expect of human nature? Just how 
do they suppose that a nation which was scourged and bled white 
as were France and Belgium under the ruthless heel of Germany 
would quite inevitably feel towards an enemy that has done the 
same thing two or three times within the last half century? And 
what do they expect of the conqueror, especially when the con- 
quered have been insolent and unrepentant and have never even ad- 
mitted that they were defeated? If it is human nature for the 
Germans to feel resentful, it is equally human nature for the 
French to feel like putting an end to German aggression now that 
they have the chance. And it is foolish to expect all of the forgive- 
ness and generous spirit and big-heartedness to come from the 
French and not from the German also, just as it is idle to propose 
that a conqueror shall suddenly become idealistic in an utterly 
unidealistic world. 

We hold no brief for France, but we understand something of 
her fear. And that fear is not entirely unfounded—as one may 
well judge by the military expenditures of Germany and by the 
more outspoken attitude of the monarchists since von Hindenburg 
was elected. In spite of its poverty and distress, the German gov- 
ernment is* proposing to spend $140,240,000 on its army this year. 
It asks for over $5,000,000 for artillery ammunition, which is al- 
most a third as much as the Kaiser’s army of 800,000 men required 
for this same purpose. The government is also asking for $11,000,- 
000 marks for forts, and sundry large sums for “special expenses,” 
one being for 40,000 horses, which is one-fourth as many horses as 
was formerly maintained for an army eight times the size of that 
now permitted the republic. 

These and the ugly and stubborn spirit of Germany are some 
of the things which keep the French keyed up in their fear and 
severity. And the American friends of Germany would make far 
better headway in understanding both human nature and the 
European situation if they criticized France less and insisted more 
that Germany show far better proof to the world than it yet has 
done that it has a new and nobler intention than that which has 
characterized no little of its past. 


The Treasury Department and Prohibition 


It has been very hard at times for friends of prohibition to be- 
lieve that our Government officials really wanted to enforce the 
prohibition law and stop the sale of liquor. It has been hard to 
believe because of the indifferent way they went about it. It has 
been hard to believe because so many officials are themselves 
breaking the law with refernce to bootlegging. It has been hard 
to believe because politics has been allowed to play such a big part 
in law-enforcement machinery, wet sympathizers in great num- 
bers having been made law-enforcement officials to pay political 
debts. It has been hard to believe because the “high up” men in 
the bootlegging business have usually gone on with little interfer- 


ence. And it has been particularly hard to believe because prohi- 
bition enforcement has been kept under the Treasury Department 
in spite of the fact that that Department is presided over by Sec- 
retary Mellon, who made his money in the liquor business and 
whose whole life and viewpoint have been saturated with sym- 
pathies for the wets. 

But if the credulous have need of still further evidence that 
the officials in Washington have been half-hearted in the matter 
and especially that Secretary Mellon and his Department have no 
business to be in charge of prohibition enforcement, that evidence 
surely lies in the fact, published in The Christian Statesman, that 
the collectors of internal revenue at Philadelphia, and doubtless 
elsewhere, have been tolerated in office after it was known that 
they have solicited bootleggers and bandits to make income tax 
returns, with the assurance that the information would be held 
confidential so that it could not be used for purposes of prosecu- 
tion. In other words, with the left hand the Treasury Department 
would be receiving taxes on money made by the very bootlegging 
which its right hand was supposed to detect and punish. 

We question if any other more brazen proposal were ever made 
by government officials. The Government would thus become a 
party to the crime, protecting known criminals and sharing in 
their criminal gains. The Philadelphia Evening Ledger is cer- 
tainly right when it declares with reference to this matter: “It is 
disquieting to realize that Uncle Sam has quite frankly become 
a receiver of stolen goods.” It is nothing less than that, and the 
high moral sense of the American people ought to rebel against 
such a disreputable thing. Think of it, that for the sake of a few 
dollars of taxes officials of the Government will actually propose 
to shield criminals in order that this great rich nation may share 
in their sin-tainted profits! And Secretary Mellon and his Depart- 
ment stand for that sort of thing because they are wet sympa- 
thizers and the criminals are liquor-law violators! 

The Herald has continually insisted that the one great trouble 
with prohibition enforcement is that our Government has never 
put its heart into the matter. That is the one central and con- 
troling breakdown in prohibition. We will never have real en- 
forcement as long as the law is presided over by wet sympathizers, 
and especially by men who are so insensible to high ethics that they 
see nothing wrong in sharing the gains of criminals. And instead 
of siding in with all of this talk we hear about “Prohibition can’t 
be enforced,” it is high time that the Christians of this nation 
come to understand that our Government has never yet half tried 
to enforce prohibition—and then to make it warm for the offi- 
cials in Washington until they go at prohibition in earnest. 


Defending Church Union in Canada 


It is particularly interesting to us of the Christian Church to 
note that almost without exception the extreme Fundamentalists 
who are stirring up so much trouble for some of the other denomi- 
nations are bitter sectarians and strongly opposed to making any 
advances towards union. This is only natural, as their whole atti- 
tude is reactionary and old-fashioned sectarianism does not seem 
to grate on their nerves. Hence they frown upon every gesture 
towards Christian union and have little use for church federations. 


Consistent with this viewpoint, some of these extremists have 
attacked the proposed federation of the Presbyterian and Congre- 
gational churches in Cleveland and the union of the Presbyterian, 
Congregational, and Methodist churches in Canada with much 
venom. According to their say, the whole idea of union springs 
from the unfaithful and heretical. Professor Machen, one of their 
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most prominent leaders, goes so far in a recent article in the 
Christian Work as to assert that this union in Canada was “ap- 
parently agnostic and tyrannical” and declared that “Evangelical 
Christians in the Presbyterian Church have had to continue a body 
of their own.” 

But not all Canadian Presbyterians will accept that interpreta- 
tion of the union movement there. Mr. J. W. H. Milne, from Ot- 
tawa, gives a sweeping denial in a letter in the Christian Work 
for June 6, in which he insists that it is the unspiritual element 
that opposed this union. He points out that the two professors 
leading the fight against union are exceedingly radical in theology, 
and declares that in every case those opposed to prohibition are 
opposed to this union of churches, as also are “society” folks and 
many who have never been known to take any interest in church 
life. On the other hand, “with few exceptions,” he says, “union 
has been espoused by the men and women who have attended our 
prayer meetings, who have taught in our Sunday-schools, and who 
have given liberally to missions.” Pointing out the quality of 
union leadership, Mr. Milne declares that— 


The Presbyterian Church in Canada in all modesty has had a 
reputation of being perhaps the most evangelical denomination 
in our country. We have never had a whisper of Modernism in 
any of our courts from the Atlantic to the Pacific. Now what is 
the present situation in the Presbyterian Church in Canada regard- 
ing church union? The following parties have expressed their in- 
tention of going into the United: eighty-one percent of the minis- 
ters; ninety-five percent of our foreign missionaries; all of the 
officials of the church; all of our special evangelists; all the prin- 
cipals of our theological colleges except one; all the professors of 
these colleges except two; all of our home missionary superintend- 
ents except two; the vast majority of our elders, Sunday-school 
workers, and office bearers of the woman’s missionary society. If 
all these come under your classification as “agnostic,” then the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada has been guided by a rather star- 
tling array of hypocrites. 

Strange to say the president of the Association for the Preser- 
vation of the Presbyterian Church—a principal of one of our theo- 
logical colleges—has long been recognized as exceedingly radical 
in his theology. . . . The other anti-union professor was at one 
time in charge of religious instruction in Toronto University. He 
was so broad in his views of the Bible that some parents threat- 
ened to take their sons away from the university. 

The question of church union was first officially brought to pub- 
lic attention by an overture from Toronto Presbytery, of which I 
was a member, in 1893. The next official step taken by the General 
Assembly was in 1903. Ever since, the subject has been promi- 
nently before the three negotiating churches. By an overwhelming 
majority in favor of union the matter was sent down to presby- 
teries under the barrier act. More than two-thirds of the pres- 
byteries by very large majorities expressed a desire for union. 
Two assemblies resorted to congregational methods by submitting 
the question to the people and twice the verdict was strongly in 
favor of union. In every step the assemblies have followed with- 
out the slightest deviation the rules and forms of procedure in the 
Presbyterian Church. ‘ ; 

To those who know the situation in Canada your statement “on 
account of which Evangelical Christians in the Presbyterian 
Church have had to ‘continue’ a body of their own,” is utterly 
grotesque. 


“Seeing Red” 


We spoke last week of learning to read our modern newspapers 
and periodicals intelligently if we were. to form any sound and re- 
liable judgment. They are filled with so much biased propaganda 
and deliberate misrepresentation that one must ever be on his guard 
not to be hoodwinked thereby. In few other things is this more 
necessary than in the indiscriminate manner in which the public 
press flings around charges of Bolshevism and disloyalty. This has 
come to be the main line of attack employed by certain prominent 
periodicals and organizations against any sort of movement or 
reform which they themselves do not like. They are always “seeing 
red.” There is almost no limit to which they will not go in such 
accusation. The Y. W. C. A., the Y. M. C. A., colleges and semi- 
naries, the Federal Council of Churches, and even the Church it- 
self, have all been pronounced “red” by some of these newspapers 
and individuals—and pronounced “red” only because they were advo- 
cating reforms to which every Christian conscience ought to give 
its unswerving loyalty. There is no group too patriotic or too 
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sincere and honorable to escape this stigma of Bolshevism if they 
attempt any great human betterment. 

A glaring example of this sort of thing is the unfair and un- 
reserved attacks which are being made against the ‘Youth Move- 
ment.” A tynical example of this occurred in a recent communica- 
tion to the New York Times by the chairman of the Unconditional 
Service League of America in which he asserts that the Conference 
cf Youth Organizations comprises “some twenty-eight groups of 
varying shades of red,” and urges young America to crush this 
common foe. Now the real fact is that the Conference of Youth 
Organizations is composed of about thirty youth- groups of diverse 
political, social and economic beliefs, including the Young Friends’ 
Movement (of the Quaker Church), the Young People’s Group of 
tne United Synagogues of America, and various chapters of the 
Y.M.C. A. The real animus of the attack is that one of the main 
subjects in which the Youth Movement is interested is “Youth and 
War’—on the ground, first, that young people should be most 
concerned with war because it is always young people who have 
to do the fighting, and, secondly, they perceive the fact that there 
is a greatly increased military propaganda being foisted upon the 
American people and that the terrible consequences of it will fall 
far heavier upon the coming generation than upon the passing orfe. 
Consequently many young people feel that they have a most essen- 
tial right to oppose any such increased military movement. 

Another typical instance is the manner in which the Manu- 
facturers Record, in its issue of May 7, makes an abusive attack on 
the Federal Council of Churches. Especially criticising Dr. Worth 
M. Tippy, one of the best known and most honored officials of the 
Council, this organ of wealthy manufacturers accuses the Council 
and its Commision on Church and Social Service of being “radical 
organizations managed largely by active radicals.” Such unre- 
strained and unjust accusations will surely act as a boomerang; 
for informed people throughout the nation know that the Federal 
Council is officered and guided by some of the most eminent and 
trusted leaders in the Church today, and only the most vicious and 
indiscriminate license would permit any respectable periodical to 
class them otherwise. 

These are only samples of the manner in which the terms 
“Bolshevism,” “red” and other such opprobrium are being widely 
used against peace advocates and reform movements. 
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It is encouraging to note that the Y. W. C. A. is making very 
encouraging progress in the capital of Mexico, though it must 
depend very largely upon the Catholics there both for its attend- 
ance and its financial support. In order to gain a footing, it has 
limited its activities largely to the educational, the protective, and 
the recreational services. Eleven groups of girls and young women 
have been organized to promote different social service projects, 
classes in English are being taught, health work is being done 
among the poor, a circulating library has been established—quite 
a new thing in Mexico—a dormitory and home for girls opened, 
an employment bureau set up, and much other work of this kind 
undertaken. Thus the Y. W. C. A. is gaining the good will of the 
Mexican people in spite of the opposition of the Catholic Church. 
A most significant contribution which it is making to the life of 
that city is to bring together the young women from various lands 
who chance to be there, from Germany, Armenia, Italy, Serbia, and 
Greece, and from South American lands and the United States, 
bringing them all together in friendly intercourse. 
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The Ohio State Sunday-school Convention—now known as the 
annual convention of the Ohio Council of Religious Education—is 
to be held at Elyria, June 30 to July 3. It is a hopeful indication 
of the trend in religious educational work to note that in addi- 
tion to the conferences for Sunday-school workers, there will also 
be conferences on four days for workers in the Vacation Bible 
School and on three days for week-day teachers of religion and 
on two days in the standard courses of study. This is pioneering 
work along a most vitally essential line, and it ought to call out 
an attendance of unusual type and virility. 




















What Is the Matter With the Churches >?” 


Some Encouraging Facts 
BY CHARLES S. MACFARLAND 


General Secretary of the Federal Council of Churches 


HAT is the matter with our 
W churches?” The question has a 
very familiar sound. What is the 

matter with politics? With diplomacy? 
With the public schools? With the colleges? 
With labor? With industry? With theology? 

Above all, what is 

the matter with - 


worth while and more facilities and incite- 
ments for doing other things. 

There is also another phenomenon of 
striking interest. The attendance of women 
has proportionately decreased. Whatever 
may be the cause—the sense of new free- 


pecially significant when it is considered 
that we have the difficult problem of con- 
stant migration and that this increase is not 
for the most part due to spasmodic revivals. 

It appears to be by natural processes. 
Let us take an example or two from the 
“Year Book of the 





Churches.” During 
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Congress? What is 
the matter with edu- 
cation? With democ- 
racy? With human 
society in general? 


DR. MACFARLAND WELL SAYS: 


HE churches everywhere themselves are asking the question, “What 
is the matter?” This is the most hopeful sign of the times, that the 


the period from the 
census of 1916 to 
1921, including the 
disrupting period of 
the war, church or- 


Something is the churches themselves are dealing with the problem. No other institu- ganizations in A- 
matter with every- tion, political, economic, or industrial, has surveyed its task at this merica increased 
thing—and if the moment of the world’s need so undauntedly as has the Church. It is from 227,000 to 234,- 
question is raised just because of its new ideaiism that the Church, in its practical 000. The member- 


oftener with the 
churches, it is partly 
because whatever is 
the matter with any- 








realization of its accepted responsibility, seems to have waned as it 
has shed its own light upon its own conscience. 
this, its face is toward the light. 


The main thing is 


ship increased from 
42,000,000 to 46,000,- 
000. The Sunday- 
schools increased 











thing and everything ‘ 





affects our churches, 
as a fundamental and structural element of 
the social order. 

Does it all mean that human nature it- 
self has changed over night for the worse, 
or is it only that human aspirations have 
leaped beyond accomplishment and fulfill- 
ment? It indicates, in any event, that the 
entire world of thought and life has ex- 
perienced an upheaval from a war that has 
reached to every corner of the earth. It 
signifies that we are in a period of recasting 
and reconstruction of which the war itself 
was but a symptom or an expression. 

At any rate, it need not be deemed strange 
if this cataclysm has affected religion and 
the churches, both of which are intimately 
related to all the other human institutions 
with which something is seriously the 
matter. If it be true that the churches 
bear a larger share in this reconstructive 
criticism, there is this compensation that 
after all this criticism is a tribute tv the 
fundamental nature of religion and the 
fundamental character of the Church. 

Any attempt at diagnosis reveals 
paradoxes of weakness and strength. Let 
us look first at certain more or less obvious, 
undeniable, and undisputed weaknesses of 
the churches of today. 

I think it is clear that attendance upon 
services of worship has decreased, both in 
proportion to membership and to population. 
Christian people, including many of the 
faithful, do not “go to church.” There are 
many reasons for it—changing populations 
by which people become separated from tra- 
ditions and habits, the remarkable increase 
of other means and measures of education 
and culture, more things to do that are 
~“eGopyrighted by the Success Magazine. Printed by 
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from an article in the April.issue of that magazine. 


dom, larger interests, larger outlook on life 
—the fact remains that women are not, in 
the same sense that they once were, a cer- 
tain factor to be counted upon among the 
faithful. 

Another weakness is that brought about 
by theological divisiveness, the momentary 
conflict between so-called Fundamentalists 
and Modernists, temporarily, at least, weak- 
ening the Church in the estimate of the 
world at large. 

The failure of the Church and the 
churches to adapt themselves to environ- 
ment under rapidly changing conditions in 
city and country has led to the practical 
abandonment of churches without the com- 
pensating transfer of their assets and in- 
fluence. Over against many rapidly grow- 
ing churches, we have all too many dying 
churches. 

The Church is still suffering from the 
diversion of eager men in our colleges and 
universities from the ministry to other call- 
ings. 

Where also are the old periodic revivals 
of religion? Men ask: “Where are White- 
field, Finney, and Moody?” Except in ex- 
ceptional cases, men and women seem no 
longer susceptible, in any large degree, to 
this appeal of a former day. 

All of the above are more or less appar- 
ent as weaknesses in the life of the churches. 
The important question is: Does this mean 
that religion and the Church are losing 
their hold on human life—or does it imply 
that a transformation is taking place and 
that old forces are taking new forms? I be- 
lieve it is the latter. 

It is interesting to note, first of all, that 
on the whole the membership of our 
churches is increasing, equal to or beyond 
the increase in our population. This is es- 


Y from 195,000 to 199,- 

000. The membership 
in these schools had an increase of over four 
million. During this same period the popu- 
lation of the country increased but three 
and a half million. Between 1922 and 1923, 
the gain in church members was one mil- 
lion. 

It is rightly assumed that the contribu- 
tion box or the pledge card is a somewhat 
valid indication of allegiance or tribute to 
the Church, both for its work at home and 
in the field of foreign missions. Here it 
appears that the support of the churches has 
probably kept pace with our increase in 
wealth. The periods have been selected 
without reference to proportions. 

In 1915 the gifts for home missions were 
$11,000,000; for foreign missions, $17,000,- 
000. In 1917 the gifts for home missions 
were $10,000,000; in 1918 for foreign mis- 
sions, $20,800,000. In 1923 for home 
missions, $25,000,000; in 1921 for foreign 
missions, $38,700,000. This period includes 
the organization of most of what are known 
as the Forward Hovements of the churches. 

The figures for all purposes, local, home 
mission and foreign mission, for the periods 
named are as follows: 1917, $328,000,000; 
1923, $547,000,000. 

It should be remembered in this connec- 
tion that in addition to their own specific 
work at home and abroad, the churches and 
their constituency were called upon to meet 
unusually excessive outside demands—those 
of Mr. Hoover’s American Relief Adminis- 
tration, famine in China, famine in Russia, 
and above all the perpetual calls of Near 
East Relief, all of which are outside the 
regular budgets of the churches. 

There is not the slightest doubt but what 
if fundamental faith in the Church is to be 
in any sense measured by the opening of 
the purses of the people, the Church has 
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constantly gained in the trust and allegiance 
of both the faithful and the unfaithful. 

If we pass from the sphere of church 
services, contributions, and missions to that 
of practical activities, it may without ques- 
tion be said that the human service of the 
churches during the past decade has been 
unparalleled. This has not been confined to 
mere institutional service. Its significance 
lies in the fact that the churches have been 
seeking to do their part in creating a new 
human social order. 

We have repeated the question so often 
asked: “Where are the old revivalists and 
revivals of religion?” There is an answer 
to this question. Evangelism has become 
more normal and hence less observable. The 
effort of the evangelistic leaders of the 
present moment is to persuade, train, and in- 
duce pastors to become their own Evangel- 
ists. All over the country, year after year, 
pastors are coming together in conference 
to perfect common plans for what is known 
as simultaneous evangelism—the concerted 
effort of the pastors in a given community 
from time to time to carry on an evangel- 
istic work just as intensive, although less 
exploited, and with more permanent results 
than usually obtained by revivalistic efforts. 

There is today a rapidly growing world 
outlook on the part of the churches, not that 
only of foreign missions but the sense of 
international solidarity and brotherhood. 
This is the reason that the churches have 
ceased to be complacent on the subject of 
war. Ten years ago, there was, I think, not 
a single denomination that had any board 
or committee for the study of the cause and 
cure of war. Today fifteen major denomina- 
tions have such agencies and while doubt- 
less, as with other human institutions, there 
is some confusion in the minds of men as 
to the proper adjustment between justice 
and peace, it should be said that the 
churches have never tackled a bigger job 
than that of finding substitutes, both spirit- 
ually and practically constructive, to take 
the place of war. 

Meanwhile, as the churches have been en- 
larging their sense of social responsibility 
and their world-wide vision, we should note 
the changes that have taken place in the 
fields of home and foreign missions and of 
Christian education. Up to very recent 
times, the home mission task was simply the 
planting of churches and Sunday-schools 
wherever a foothold might be found. It was 
a matter mainly of preaching stations, the 
study of the Scriptures. Today the home 
mission task is construed in the larger terms 
of brotherly race relations, industrial con- 
ditions, the care of the immigrant; and 
in this field mere proselyting is becoming a 
negligible factor. When we look at the field 
of foreign missions and witness its growth 
from the earlier simple problem of preach- 
ing the gospel by words, and count its hos- 
pitals, medical centers, schools, academies, 
colleges, and other institutions spreading 
over the entire world, we are not inclined, 

(Continued on page twenty-two) 
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Life’s Controlling Motives 


BY REV. ROSS McNEAL 


They began every one of them to say unto him, 
Lord is it I?—Matt. 26:22. 
HIS morning a thousand eyes pene- 
T trate where yesterday one saw clear- 
ly. It is a day of explicit examination. 
Inspection is a common task. Public con- 
veniences of every kind, common com- 
modities of all sorts, must pass the critical 
eye of the inspector. Every possible seat of 
infectious germs must be examined separate- 
ly. Though the inadvertent may impugn the 
inspector, and broadcast his antipathy for 
government inspection, it is nevertheless ob- 
vious that the primal objective is the wel- 
fare of the public. 


I. Life a Common Interest 
Life is neither a trinket nor a keepsake, 
to be wrapped in the sentiment of tradition 


and buried like the talent of a foolish 
steward, that gets no inspection. Life is a 
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it 





O LIFE THAT MAKETH ALL 
THINGS NEW 


O LIFE, that maketh all things new— 
The blooming earth, the thoughts of 
men— 
Our pilgrim feet, wet with thy dew, 
In gladness hither turn again. 


From hand to hand the greeting flows, 
From eye to eye the signals run, 
From heart to heart the bright hope 

glows; 
The seekers of the Light are one. 


One in the freedom of the Truth, 
One in the joy of paths untrod, 

One in the soul's perennial youth, 
One in the larger thought of God; 


The freer step, the fuller breath, 
The wide horizon’s grander view, 
The sense of life that knows no death— 
That Life that maketh all things new. 
—Samuel Longfellow. 




















public concern, vitally affecting all the af- 
fairs of God’s people. It needs inspection 
and gets plenty of it both from the experts 
and the “perts.” But my text calls your 
attention to your own life; it v from the 
gospel appeal in drama, tor a constant, care- 
ful, consistent examination and adjustment 
of self to the sway of Christian inspection. 
Life in any community is just what the 
folks living there make it. Belittle your in- 
spection privileges, and a violent flood of 
life overwhelms you. A friend returning re- 
cently from a hospital in Wisconsin tells of 
the consumption of liquor there, without 
fear of due consequence from the law, since 
a low foreign element coming in has been 
allowed not only to degrade itself but in- 
fest the morals of the people until there is 
no sense of compulsion from the law. You 
should therefore delight in the privelege of 
a constant, careful consistent examination 
of yourself, and with purity, cleanliness, and 
germ-elimination for your objectives. 


II. Proper Sense of Personal Dignity and 
Pride 

Every person should have a “just pride,” 
not vanity, but honorable self-respect which 
delights in coming into the world’s biggest 
market-house, life itself, with the very best 
produce possible. An infected theory of life 
is frequently veneered and polished for a 
temporary hit; but if you would maintain 
the abiding confidence of your friends, your 
produce offered will have been fed, grown, 
developed, immuned, and cleansed in the 
gospel of genuine Christianity. 

God will stamp your life with his approval 
in the sweet bye and bye, we hope; but you 
need now to make sure, and the sure way is 
the way of self-respect which leads to self- 
examination with God. 

I plead for a personal pride in Christian 
service. May it be a pride that gives care- 
ful self-investigation, to make sure that 
the heart-strings will not snap at the 
height of service and let you down. This 
sense of personal pride aroused the Church 
in its nucleus to self-examination when the 
hands of the disciples lay with their 
Master’s upon the table and he spoke of 
the deceit which had broken into the heart 
of things. “Verily. ... one of you shall 
betray me.” 

Who was there so weak in design? Or 
who lacked courage? Not one of the twelve 
insinuated guilt upon the other. The dead- 
ly germ of suspicion had not fastened itself 
to the life of this Christian group. Their 
personal pride in Christianity, which meant 
everything in later days to the early Church, 


was kindling a refiner’s fire. Each began 
to examine his own self. 
One by one, every one sought his 


Master’s approval. With direct question 
they appealed to him, “Lord, is it I?; Lord, 
ig.it 12” 

III. Anxious Men Kept Waiting 

Jesus kept them waiting until the week- 
spirited one would give the signal, announc- 
ing his final will. It was a silent waiting be- 
fore their Lord in self-examination, each one 
considering the possibility of his own failure. 

Jesus knew who had been going wrong, 
and this silent waiting evolved from his 
great love for the evildoer. He would not 
so much as embarrass him with the public 
announcement of the fact, but keeps them 
all waiting that the last and strongest ap- 
peal might be made to the man of guilt— 
the appeal to his conscience. 

He was giving time for the guilty one to 
pause and consider before the final will of 
betrayal was made. In that silence every 
heart was cut to the quick. These words of 
Jesus were intended to cut, that Judas might 
be saved for service. He had been advised 
already of his guilty life. His attitude to- 
ward money, his pretended regard for earn- 
est worship and devotion to the needy, had 




















THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


met with the Master’s disfavor in the house 
of Simon the Leper. Now this waiting was 
for his benefit. He could change his atti- 
tude toward money, have esteem for wor- 
ship, and devote his goods to the poor—but 
never until he saw beneath the veneer, down 
into the controlling motives of his selfish, 
greedy, unworthy life. 

The Master was willing; but while he 
made the great appeal to conscience, Judas 
gave the traitor’s signal. And he went out 
facing an unsuspected tragedy! 

IV. Inspect Life’s Controlling Motives 

In Christianity you are bound up closely 
with the personality of Jesus. He bids you, 
“Know Thyself,” “Cleanse first that which 
is within,” “Examine yourself lest the light 


within be darkness.” Upon you he urges a 
personal pride in the quality of life’s pro- 
duce. 

It is a matter of life and death that you 
know quickly and deal faithfully with your- 
self. 

The deep-seated motives which control 
the thought and habits of life are not like 
the switch-board that floods the place with 
light or darkness at will. Rather are they a 
power-plant burning and generating a power 
that spells beauty when controlled and dis- 
aster when uncontrolled. 


The gospel is a constant warning against 
deceiving yourself. It is an eternal call to 
get to the heart of things with dynamic 
Christianity. 


Revelation—The Drama of Human Destiny 
Number Two—The Sealed Book 


BY REV. E. A. WATKINS, D. D. 


stated in its broadest terms, is Christ 

and the Church through time and 
eternity, the mystery of God in human life 
and history made manifest through the dis- 
closure of the divine redemptive plan be- 
coming effective and triumphant. The 
original meaning of the visions of John’s 
mind, and the interpretation given them by 
those to whom they were first made known, 
may not now be definitely determined; but 
the value of the book does not depend sole- 
ly upon that, however helpful it would be. 
The thing in which we are interested is the 
far-seeing and ulterior purpose in the mind 
of the Spirit in giving the Revelation. “One 
cannot but be impressed with the fine in- 
sight and spirit of reserve which is manifest 
by John throughout the Book, in avoiding 
such explanations as might serve to narrow 
the visions to a purely local and temporary 
perspective, thereby evidencing that he had 
risen to a purely prophetic view, and that to 
his mind the visions belonged to a wider 
horizon as well as to the nearer limit of his 
own day. For whatever fulfillment these 
may have had, and surely did have, in the 
period in which they were given has not 
exhausted their meaning.” They have yet 
a meaning and message that belongs to all 
ages. 

These visions of the seer, like shadows 
cast upon the foreground of the future, de- 
pict in outline great fundamental truths or 
pervasive principles of the divine govern- 
ment, that are, and are to be, manifested in 
multiple facts in the progress of the ages. 
It is not the purpose of the visions to dis- 
close the facts themselves, but rather to fur- 
nish the means for interpreting the facts 
when once they do appear, in light of the 
exalted standards of the divine ideal. Al- 
though the Apocalypse undoubtedly con- 
tains an element of predictive prophesy, yet 
such prophesy is not history written before 
its time, but a divinely inspired and pro- 


T theme of the Book of Revelation, 


foundly discriminative preview of the cur- 
rents of history as they ebb and flow in the 
life of man, across the years, determined by 
certain age-old principles that belong to the 
purposes of God in his divine government 
of the race. 

In light of the foregoing observations, 
let us give ourselves to the consideration of 
the content of the Book itself. The Seer 
of Patmos is “in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
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THE SEARCH 
I SOUGHT his love in sun and stars, 


And where the wild seas roll, 
And found it not. As mute I stood, 
Fear overwhelmed my soul; 
But when I gave to one in need, 


I found the Lord of Love indeed. 


1 sought his love in lore of books, 
In charts of science’: skill; 
They left me orphaned as before— 
His love eluded still; 
Then in despair I breathed a prayer; 
The Lord of Love was standing there. 


—Thomas Curtis Clarke. 




















Day,” and hears a voice “like the sound of 
many waters,” and sees the triumphant and 
living Christ standing in the midst of his 
victorious Church. He puts Jesus in the 
center of things. He is living in an awful 
time, but is not dismayed as to the outcome. 
The lonely exile of a thousand stormy 
scenes, from his prison house in yonder sea 
looks out upon a world in chaos, in tumult 
and bloodshed, and sees Jesus in the midst 
of it all, no longer the meek and lowly 
teacher of Galilee, but now the mighty Son 
of God, holding safe in his strong right 
hand the seven churches; takes him out of 
Nazareth and sits him down in the midst of 
the world’s history, takes him out of the 
stormy scenes of Judea, poor and despised 
through his life, dying a common criminal 
on the Cross, and dares seat him on the 
throne of the universe. 
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What a picture! I do not wonder that 
John fell as dead at his feet. Could you 
imagine anything better calculated to nerve 
Christian men and women, who were wad- 
ing through deep waters of persecution to 
martyrdom and certain death? It may: be 
a day of chaos, a wild blustery night, with- 
out moon or stars to give light, a storm- 
swept world. What of it? The King of 
kings and Lord of lords is on his throne. 
He who calmed the sea and bid the waves 
be still is yet Master of sea and land and 
lives forever. 

The significant thing to me fs that he is 
in the midst of the churches’ struggle 
through the years. His chief concern is the 
life of the churches. Read again his seven 
letters. He manifests no concern as to 
what is going on in Rome, but he is con- 
cerned about what is going on in the 
churches. It has always been thus. Never 
mind what is going on in the great centers 
of population, in the capital of the nation, in 
the high places of life, in the marts of 
trade; but it is of tremendous importance 
what the churches are doing. To many, the 
big things are in the big noisy world— 
the roar of machinery, the grinding of the 
wheels of industry, the noise of commerce, 
the cry of the mob in the market places, 
seem the things of supreme importance. But 
they are only of secondary consequence. 
These have almost silenced the music of the 
chureh bells. Millet’s “Angelus” has an 
eternal significance. In that church tower 
is the secret of the world’s peace. The 
sound of the church bell is the keynote of 
the world’s music. The church spire casts 
its shadow over every phase of our life. It 
is the one effective, victorious voice in the 
world today. It may be kicked and cuffed 
and criticised by a Romanized world; never 
mind, it is safe and secure, for the Ancient 
of Days is in the midst of its struggle and 
holds it safe in his mighty hand. 

In the fourth chapter we have a scene at 
the very heart of the universe. In its very 
center is the Throne of God. In the final 
analysis the universe is spiritual. Edison 
had it right the other day when he said that 
the great discoveries and achievements of 
the next fifty years will be in the realm of 
spiritual things. Science and invention and 
machinery have broken down as far as 
bringing peace and contentment is con- 
cerned; and we must go back to the heart 
of the Universe, God, and find it in the 
spiritual. 

In the fifth chapter, we find the Seer in 
heaven. While still in the flesh on Patmos, 
in mind and spirit he is caught up into the 
very soul of the universe. He is totally 
lost to all sense of earthly surroundings 
and now is trying to tell of the emotions 
that surged through his being in the form 
of symbol and unusual figure. Seated upon 
the throne is God. In his hand is the Mys- 
terious book, sealed with the seven seals. No 
one is worthy to open it, it seemed. The 
Seer is moved to tears, he “Wept much.” I 

(Continued on page twenty-one) 
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At Prayer Time 


And lo, 1 am with you alway.—Matthew 
28: 20. 
o 
oe CHRIST is the Master in the school 
of life. When we read the Gospels, we 
say: This Man understands, he knows, he 
sees into the heart of things, he is Master 
of life at first-hand; and there is no phase 
of it that is hidden from his knowledge. 
He moved through life, carrying burdens, 
surmounting difficulties, trampling down 
temptations, soothing sorrows, and illumi- 
nating mysteries. The key to the calm and 
triumphant faith of Jesus is to be found in 
his words: “Your Heavenly Father know- 
eth.” How can we be certain of that? We 
have only to put him to the test. If we fol- 
low him as our Master, we shall find that 
we can face life unafraid. He will teach 
us to wrest from life its hidden meaning, 
and to discover in some of its darkest ex- 
periences buried treasure. Jesus is the Mas- 
ter of life, and we can only learn to live as 
we sit at the feet of the Master.—H. 
Maldwyn Hughes. 
o 
If I knew one who faced his age and all 
ages in better spirit, greater wisdom, or 
truer devotion than Jesus showed, I would 
commend and follow him. If I knew any 
better plan for a personal life than Jesus’ 
plan, I would commend and adopt it. If I 
knew any better basis for life’s decisions 
than Jesus’ basis for his own life decision, 
I would commend it and rest my life upon 
it. If I knew any better outcome in any 
life than the outcome seen in Jesus’ life, I 
would try to go the way that reached it.— 
Bishop McDowell. 
o 
“Tf Jesus Christ is a man, and only a man, 
I say ; ; 
That of all —. I pe _ to him, 
i y ave always. 
ss Gecay taalet to : god, and the only God, 


I swear 
I will follow him through heaven and 


hell, neal 
The earth, the sea, and the air. 
5 


Are we at liberty to speak of an unchang- 
ing Christ? Our answer to this must be 
that throughout the ages the Church’s ex- 
perience of Christ has remained the same, 
however the expression and interpretation 
of that experience may vary. Before all 
else that experience may be defined as an 
experience of redemption. Jesus Christ, in 
all generations, and in whatever,form he 
may have been presented, has brought to 
men deliverance from self, victory over the 
world, release from the guilt, the bondage, 
the pollution, and the power of sin, escape 
from all fleshly and creaturely limitations 
into the felicity of life eternal, glad re- 
conciliation with a God previously estranged 
and but faintly known, and peace and joy 
through filial fellowship with him in a new 
creation. To souls that have been sad, sin- 


ful, and despairing, without God and with- 
out hope in the world, or that have been 
vainly endeavoring to find rest in a round 
of religious observances or good works, he 
has brought inner emancipation and the 
light of life—R. H. Coats. 
oO 

See Jesus’ attitude to life. The word 
“life” was often on His lips. He loved the 
thing and therefore loved the word. He 
wanted men to live. The tragedy of the 
world to him was that human life was every- 
where so thin and meager. “I came that 
they might have life, and in abundance.” It 
is his aim to break the fetters and let life 
out to its completion. Jesus was always 
arguing with men about the right way of 
living. Life was to him ever a treasure of 
transcendent importance, and his question, 
“What shall it profit a man if he gain the 
whole world and lose his own life?” is one of 
those sentences which, having once dropped 
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JESUS 


I know of a world that is sunk in 
shame, 
Where hearts oft faint and tire; 
But I know a name, a precious name, 
That can set the world on fire; 
Its sound is sweet, its letters flame; 
I know a name, a precious name— 
"Tis Jesus. 


I know of a Book, a marvelous Book, 
With a message for all who hear; 
And the same dear name, his wonderful 

name, 
Illumines its pages clear; 
The Book is his word, its messages I’ve 
heard; 
I know of a name, a precious name— 
"Tis Jesus. 


I know of a home in Immantuel’s land 
Where hearts ne’er faint nor tire; 
And his marvelous Name, his own dear 

name, 
Inspires the heavenly choir; 
Hear the melody ringing, 
heart singing; 
I know of a name, a precious name— 
"Tis Jesus. 


my own 








—J. Wilbur Chapman. 
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into the world’s mind, is sure to stay for- 
ever.—Charles E. Jefferson. 
o 


I know not where my path shall lie; 
By waters still, cr where the cry 

Of human need comes loud and clear 
From out the mire; it may be here, 
Not there, my path shall be; 

Nor would I chouse a destiny 
Unhallowed by his will for me. 


But this I know: my Lord is Guide! 
And love and joy and peace abide 
As unto him my life I yield, 
That through my weakness he may wield 
His strength to lift, his power to free, 
His love in tender sympathy, 
And be, himself, my Victory! 
—Esther Williams. 
0 


The average American campus of today is 
no sequestered locality quarantined against 
the baleful influence of the world, the flesh, 
and the devil. It is a warm and fertile soil 
for the tare-sowing enemy. And here, as 
elsewhere, the law of the harvest is no 
respecter of person or lineage.. God is not 
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mocked by the best athlete or the Phi Beta 
Kappa man. The magna cum laude man or 
woman who sows to the flesh cannot escape 
the personal corruption of body and soul, 
the clinical names of which are to be found 
in Romans and Galatians. The accursed 
spot on the loveliest, whitest hand will not 
out at the owner’s bidding, nor be washed 
away with her tears. No shrugging of 
shoulders, no preoccupation with secular 
studies, no round of amusements will banish 
the ugly reality within. The only effective 
psychoanalysis pointing the way of escape is 
that of an eminent expert, stated in these 
words, “I see a law in my members warring 
against the law of my mind, and bringing 
me into captivity under the law of sin which 
is in my members. Wretched man that J 
am! Who shall deliver me out of the body 
of this death? I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. ... If Christ is in you, 
the body is dead because of sin; but the 
spirit is life because of righteousness.”— 
Marcus D. Buell. 


oO 


Now Christianity risks everything as to 
its acceptance or rejection with him who 
will put its proposals to the experimental 
test. Said Jesus to Thomas: “Reach hither 
thy finger and behold my hands, and reach 
hither thy hand and thrust it into my side, 
and be not faithless, but believing.” So in 
principle he ever says: “Try me and see if 
I am not what I claim to be.”—Henry C. 
Mabie. 

o 
Draw thou my soul, O Christ, 
Closer to thine; 
Breathe into every wish 
Thy will divine: 
Raise my low self above, 
Won by thy deathless love, 
Ever, O Christ, through mine 
Let thy life shine. 


Lead forth my soul, O Christ, 
One with thine own, 
Joyful to follow thee 
Through paths unknown: 
In thee my strength renew; 
Give me my work to do: 
Through me thy truth be shown, 
Thy love made known. 
—Larcom. 
o 
O Lord make us strong, we entreat thee, 
manly and womanly determined that by thy 
help nothing in the life thou hast given us 
or on the earth which is subject to thy laws 
shall make us cower or cringe or deny that 
good is good and sin is sin. Kindle in us a 
flame of gratitude to the love that won and 
holds us, the love of Christ our Lord, which 
shall burn out of our hearts all cowardice 
and make us the eternal lovers of that good 
will which thou thyself hast shown toward 
us. Let there be no such thing as fear of 
what man can do in us, that we may go 
upon our way with steadfast hearts rejoic- 
ing in thy love and the upholding of thy 
might. And let all whom we love be sharers 
in this joy and confidence and courage. In 
the name of Christ. Amen. 
—Isaac Ogden Rankin. 
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Woman’s Work 


Mrs. Emma S. Powers 


General Secretary-Treasurer 





Missionary Cradle Roll 

AVE you had your Rally? Did you have 

a good big offering? Some one asked me 
about where the money is used; maybe 
others would like to know, also. Well, the 
Cradle Roll money is divided equally be- 
tween the kindergarten work in Porto Rico 
and the work for the children connected with 
the Americanization work at Haverhill, 
Mass. 

We hope that the offerings will be large 
this year. Are you not vitally interested in 
the children at these two mission points? 

Write to Mrs. Johnson, the Superintend- 
ent of Cradle Roll and tell her about your 
Rally. 


A Beautiful Picture 


WE have received, in the office of the 

Woman’s Board, a beautiful, large pic- 
ture of Rev. Ellen Grant Gustin, the gift of 
her daughter, Dr. Laura Mackie. 

It is very fitting that the picture of Mrs. 
Gustin should grace the walls of the office, 
since she was the woman who organized the 
first missionary society in a Christian 
Church, and she was the president, for many 
years, of our Woman’s Board for Foreign 
Missions. Her name is familiar to all work- 
ers in our societies, because we have had a 
fund for many years in her honor, and now 
to her memory. Each society is asked to 
contribute to the amount of ten cents a 
member each year to the Ellen G. Gustin 
Fund, which is to be used in a way that 
shall stimulate a greater interest and create 
an effective enthusiasm in the work of our 
Woman’s Board. Verily, her works shall 
live after her. The spirit of her beautiful, 
useful life shall continue to be with our 
mission workers, while we toil for the cause 
which she loved. 


Reports 

THE conference season is near at hand. 

Local societies should be putting forth 
extra efforts to help raise the goals of the 
different conference boards. And, too, the 
thought of an accurate statistical report 
should concern all of the conference boards. 
Do not forget to send in the names and ad- 
dresses of: the new officers, if you make any 
changes for the next year. 





Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





In the Western Convention 
FOLLOWING May 8 and 4 at Urbana, 
Illinois, where an institute was held for 
the Urbana Church and the churches of the 
Central Illinois Conference that were within 


reach of Urbana, we spent the entire month 
of May in stewardship institute work with- 
in the bounds of the Western Convention. 
Eight pastors were at the Urbana institute 
and there were representatives from a good- 
ly number of churches. The writer was a 
guest of the Champaign-Urbana Ministerial 
Association at a luncheon at which he was a 
speaker. From May 6-21 we conducted insti- 
tutes as follows: Avon, Western Illinois Con- 
ference, Rev. J. B. Speaker pastor. Clemons, 
Central Iowa Conference, Rev. R. L. Ray- 
bourn pastor. In Western Iowa Conference 
at Madrid, Rev. J. M. Kauffman pastor; at 
Hill of Zion, Rev. Rue Burnell pastor; at 
Fairview, Rev. O. C. Huff pastor. In North- 
ern Kansas and Nebraska Conference at 
Wayland, Rev. J. W. Fix pastor; at Red 
Cloud, Rev. C. G. Nelson pastor; at Olive 
Hill, without pastor; at Meredith, Mrs. 
Kennett pastor; at Lincoln, Rev. John A. 
Stover pastor. At Oronoque, in the North- 
western Kansas Conference, Rev. C. E. 
Huff pastor. At Towanda, in the Southern 
Kansas Conference, Rev. R. L. Hendrickson 
pastor. Then we went on to Palmer College 
where we gave the commencement sermon 
before a graduating class of twenty-seven, 
and from May 26-31 we conducted seven 
stewardship periods at the Western Conven- 
tion Summer School. Mr. C. E. Booz, 
Stewardship Secretary of the Western Con- 
vention, directed the itinerary and it was 
done in a splendid way. He is doing splen- 
did work, and the Convention wisely re- 
elected him. Pastors and laymen alike co- 
operated heartily and showed every atten- 
tion to help make the strenuous itinerary 
most pleasant and helpful. With the excep- 
tion of three churches, there were three 
session a day with an average attendance 
of forty-seven plus at each session. The 
workers ordered many stewardship books 
and charts. A number of pastors from our 
other churches attended. Some pastors at- 
tended two or more institutes. 


The Questionnaire 
VERY important Stewardship Question- 
naire has been sent to every church—to 
its pastor if there is one, otherwise to the 
church clerk. This is very important to 
make a full survey of our church financial 
methods. Many have been carefully an- 
swered and returned. Some have forgotten 
about returning them. Please attend to the 
matter at once. It will take but a few min- 
utes. They are needed now and your delay 
costs us further time and money. Thank 
you. 
Home Missions 
TTHIS is the Home Mission Period of our 
™ church, and every church should not be 
satisfied with doing less than the fifteen per- 
cent increase requested and urged by the 
General Convention. Our home missions are 
doing some most important things and all 
of us should stand behind that necessary 
work. 
‘Mrs. Nelle Foust, Warren, Indiana, writes 
this personal message about their steward- 
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ship reading contest, and we take the liberty 
to quote from this private letter: 


We have profited and benefited so much 
by the stewardship reading contest in our 
church during February. It has inspired 
us so much that we are anxious to do things 
for the Kingdom. People are ready and 
willing to do when they know. Every church 
that has had a large ingathering should 
follow it with such a stewardship program. 
I do not believe that so many would be lost 
to the church and Kingdom. 


We would call attention to our Lord’s 
word recorded by Matthew in Chapter 6, 
verse 21, “For where thy treasure is, there 
will thy heart be also.” 
vestment, treasure? 


Where is your in- 





Christian Education 


Dr. W. A. Harper, Secretary 








Young People in Our Summer Schools 


ACH year a larger number of older boys 

and girls are coming to our Summer 
Schools, and so it is that more and more the 
programs are being adapted to their needs. 
One of the schools of our church this sum- 
mer (Defiance, June 29 to July 4), will give 
a full week to the youth of the Central Con- 
vention, including in its program Bible 
Study, Missions, Young People’s Organized 
Work, courses in “What Shall I Do With 
My Life?” and a strong recreational and 
inspirational program. There will be 
leaders like P. V. Harris, former Defiance 
Team Captain; Mrs. Alice V. Morrill, be- 
loved matron of Defiance College; recrea- 
tional specialists; young people like Beryle 
McReynolds, Marguerite Strong, Frank 
Wright; and a host of others who will serve 
on the faculty and act as group counselors 
in the dormitory . 

At Starkey and Keswick, in the Metro- 
politan and Kirton Hall Summer Schools, 
special work and play is planned for the 
young people. Miss Bessie Kniffen, a De- 
fiance graduate, Director of Religious Edu- 
cation of the Metropolitan Convention, will 
attend both schools, with other leaders like 
Mrs. Bullock, Dr. Fletcher, Professor Dales. 
And at Craigville, half of the time is 
planned for the young people, with an able 
committee, headed by Rev. Judson R. Jones 
as chairman. At Elon, especial attention 
will be given this year to the program for 
young people, with special hours for them 
with Mr. Hermon Eldredge, Rev. F. C. 
Lester, Mrs. J. W. Patten; and a recrea- 
tion program under the direction of a 
trained Y. M. C. A. and Community leader. 
Also at Bethlehem, where the young people 
of the Far South rally, will there be a 
group, studying, playing, learning to serve 
together. 

Who Should Go 

OUNG men and women, over sixteen 

years of age, who are eager to strengthen 
their. own Christian lives and become trained 
in the work of the Kingdom. Your Chris- 
tian Endeavor president or secretary, per- 








604 (12) 


haps, or that outstanding young person in 
your Sunday-school or missionary society, 
will bring much enthusiasm, a larger vision, 
and a great contribution to your local work. 
What greater investment can you make 
than one which will make his going possible? 
Every officer of a Young People’s Congress 
should be there to plan with the young 
people of other sections the great work 
which the Youth of the Christian Church 
must face together. Teachers, leaders, and 
friends of young people should be there 
with them (perhaps furnishing the automo- 
bile for the trip) and support them in their 
work when they go home. Every church 
should be represented. Write today for full 
information to the Christian Education De- 
partment, Christian Publishing Association, 
Dayton, Ohio, where Miss Lucy Eldredge is 
ready to answer any question. Register to- 
day and make your vacation in 1925 count 
for more than it could in any other way. 
You'll want to come in 1926 if you are at 
Craigville or Defiance or any of the other 
schools this year! 

To pastors, parents, teachers, and leaders 
comes the wonderful share of helping to 
make this possible—through arranging to 
meet part of the expense, through getting 
up a conference group which may travel by 
auto together, and through giving a vision 
of the good which may come from these days 
which will not permit them to forget the 
Christian Summer Schools for the Young 
People of the Christian Church this Summer. 


UR Young People’s Department is also 
co-operating with the International 
Council of Religious Education in their 
Older Boys’ and Girls’ Camp Conferences 
at Geneva Glen, Colorado; Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin; and Lake Winnipesaukee, N. H. 
A number of our young people have al- 
ready registered for these camps, and we 
are glad they are going. The “Geneva 
Camperbook, 1925,” a very attractive book- 
let, full of pictures and camp information, 
will be sent free of charge if you will write 
Miss Eldredge a card requesting one. Surely 
the Christian Church should have young 
people in every one of these camps this 
summer. Around such campfires many 
have dreamed great dreams, and have gone 
out to great lives and great service. Write 
about the International Camps. The dates 
are: 
Geneva Glen, Colorado. Boys, June 30-July 
13; Girls, July 28-Aug. 10. 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. Boys, Aug. 25- 
Sept. 7: Girls, Aug. 11-24. 
Winnipesaukee, N. H. Boys, June 30-July 13; 
Girls, July 14-27. = 
MAY young people are looking forward 
to the following rallying places, for the 
meetings of their Congresses: 
Western Indiana, at Lebanon June 17th. 
Miami Ohio. at Versailles June 19th. 
Eastern Indiana at Albany June 24th. 
The increase in the number of Daily Va- 
cation Bible ‘Schools to be held in our 
churches this summer is very gratifying. 
This form of extending the time for re- 
ligious instruction has been found so effect- 
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ive that many churches are including the 
DVBS as a regular feature of their educa- 
tional program. All help and information 
possible will gladly be given from our Chris- 
tian Education office, Dayton, 





The General Convention 


Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., Secretary 





HE Executive Board of The General Con- 
vention of the Christian Church adopted 
the following resolution: 


Whereas, the Commission on International Justice 
and Goodwill of the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America is arranging to hold a confer- 
ence in ‘Washington, D. C., December 1-3, 1925, in the 
interest of world peace, and 

Whereas, the Christian Church is asked to co- 
operate in the movement, and to elect five delegates to 
the Conference, 

Therefore be it resolved, by the Executive Board 
of The General Convention of the Christian Church 
that the following named persons be chosen to attend 
said conference, and to express the willingness of the 
Christian Church to co-operate in the movement for 
world peace, 


Rev. F. G. Coffin, Albany, Missouri 

Rev. J. F. Burnett, Dayton, Ohio 

Rev. A. M. Kerr, Dayton, Ohio 

Rev. W. P. Minton, Dayton, Ohio 

Mr. Hermon Eldredge, Dayton, Ohio. 

MONG the many and varied inquiries ad- 
dressed to this office is always and ever 

one concerning the fitness of certain appli- 
cants for vacant pulpits. His age, the age 
of his wife, their personal appearance, the 
number of children, and is he a good mixer, 
and can he hold the young people?—are al- 
ways inquired about. Never once is the in- 
quiry made, Can he point men to the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world? This good-mixer and holding-the- 
young-people ideal has lowered the standard 
of the pulpit and cheapened the young 
people of the community. The good-mixer 
ideal constitutes the minister as an official 
hand-shaker and back-slapper, a sort of 
human boomer for church attendance; a 
ringer of doorbells; a passer of announce- 
ment cards; an errand boy; a drinker of 
weak tea; a teller of old stories; an adver- 
tising agent; a bulletin board, and often- 
times an unproductive preacher. But no 
matter, he is a mixer of good and evil, which 
when mixed is all evil. I do not undervalue 
the personal appearance of the man in the 
pulpit; nor would I have him stand aloof 
from the people whom he serves. Neither 
would I have him be a doer of the thousand 
little things with smiling gusto, by which he 
is known as a “live wire.” The preacher 
who can go among the profane without 
making them ashamed of their profanity, or 
go among the smokers without making them 
put their pipes in their pockets, or go 
among the tellers of “yarns” without mak- 
ing them want to hide, or go among 
strangers without their finding out that he 
is a preacher, may be a good mixer, but 
certainly not a successful soul winner. He 
may be a member-getter, but he cannot be 
a soul winner. And the church that seeks 
a mixer for its pastor, though it may be 
unconscious of it, is by that standard 
lowering the calling of the ministry and 
hindering the growth of the Kingdom. 
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ND as to holding the young people, he 

is not called of God to hold any class of 
people. He is called, ordained, and sent 
forth to preach the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. The young man who is held to the 
church by its festival spirit is not likely 
to be a burden-bearer in time of need, and 
the young woman who is held to the church 
by its social engagements is not likely to 
be a better Christian than the young woman 
would be a wife who clings to a man be- 
cause of the size and speed of his automo- 
bile. It is no compliment to the intelligence 
and value of the young poeple to say that 
you must have a preacher who can hold 
them. They resent the thought that they 
can be tricked into being good. They do not 
want to be entertained, they want to serve. 
The appeal that interests and secures the 
young is not the appeal of ease and fun, but 
the bigness of the task, and their ability to 
meet it. They do not want to be provided 
for, they want to provide for others. Give 
them all the opportunities they seek for so- 
cial enjoyment, widen the scope for their 
youthful plans and activities; but not with 
the thought that by such means they are 
being held. It is belittling, and should not 
be tolerated. They may need a guide, but 
never a preacher who by hook and crook, 
trick and scheme, undertakes to hold them. 
A good mixer and a “holding” preacher 
oftentimes labors from early morning ’til 
late at night expending his energy and en- 
thusiasm in mere trifle. He has worked 


hard, to be sure, but he has not taken time 
to learn his business and the value of it to 
those whom he serves. 





Home Missions 


Omer S. Thomas, Secretary 





HE momentous day has come and gone— 


June 14, 1925. Will it be remembered 
as a day of victory? That depends on how 
many of the people in our churches realized 
that they had a definite share in the work 
of that day. Up to this time we have re- 
ceived word from about a 170 churches that 
they were putting on some definite Home 
Mission campaign. Of this number a sixth 
have been using both the All American pro- 
gram for the Sunday services and the 
Church School of Missions. About 12,000 
copies of the leaflet, “A Good Start On a 
Long Climb,” have been sent out. Estimat- 
ing from the fact that only one went to a 
family, we can judge that about thirty 
thousand persons at least saw the leaflet, 
and we hope that a large majority of that 
number read it. 

But now that the day is gone we are not 
going to lay down our oars. There are still 
many churches who have not put on any sort 
of an educational campaign or taken an 
offering. And we are anxious that every 
single church have a share in the work of 
the Home Mission Board. That will mean 
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that every church can say, “Our Home Mis- 
sion work!” 


UST as I wrote that last sentence the 

postman handed me a letter containing 
the first Home Mission offering. In this 
case the church must have thought “better 
early than late,” and sent its offering im- 
mediately. I wonder who will be the next. 

Following are the names of the churches 
to add to the list of those already printed 
who are joining in the educational campaign 
for Home Mission work: 


Church Schools of Missions 
Shiloh, Indiana, N. W. I. Conference, Rev. 
D. A. Cook. 


Hagerstown, Indiana, Rev. H. H. Short. 
Smith Mills, Mass., Rev. Uel Anderson. 
Bangor, Maine, Rev. D. P. Hurlburt. 


All American Program 


Spencerville, Ohio, Rev. J. A. Albright. 
Stanfordville, N. Y., Rev. D. D. Bouman. 
Shiloh, Indiana, Rev. D. A. Cook, 
Vanderveer Park, Brooklyn, N. Y., Rev. P. S. 
Sailer. 
Hyde Park, Brooklyn, N. Y., Rev. P. S. Sailer. 
Smith Mills, Mass., Rev. Uel Anderson. 
Bangor, Maine, Rev. D. P. Hurlburt. 
Trotwood, Ohio, Rev. Robert Wearly. 
White Chapel, Indiana, Rev. Warren Wall. 
Mississinewa, Indiana, Rev. Warren Wall. 
Ansonia, Ohio, Rev. M. C. Wisely. 
Madisonville, Pa., Rev. A. J. Gillette. 
Plaistow, N. H., Rev. E. L. Noble. 
Washington Grove, Illinois, no pastor. 
Huntington, Indiana, Rev. Raymond G. Clark. 
Machias, N. Y., Rev. John Williams. 
Carversville, Pa., Rev. L. F. Johnson. 
Big Springs, Indiana, Rev. A. R. Van Cleave. 


Review: The Growth of the Early Church 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 28, 1925 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 98 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—Ye shall be my witnesses 
both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth.—Acts 1:8. 





HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, June 22—The Blessing of 
Pentecost. Acts 2:36-47. 
Tuesday, June 23—The Cripple at the 
Beautiful Gate. Acts 3:1-11. 


Wednesday, June 24—Stephen the First 


* Martyr. Acts 7:54-60. 
Thursday, June 25—Philip and _ the 
Ethiopian. 7 Acts 8:26-39. 
Friday, June 26—Saul’s Conversion, 

Acts 9:1-19. 
Saturday, June 27—Peter’s Vision. 

Aets 11:5-18. 
Sunday, June 28—Praisins Jehovah. 


Psaim 98, 
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A MISSIONARY WORSHIP SERVICE 


Silent Prayer—School standing. 

Model Prayer—Chanted by school. 

Hymn—*The Morning Light Is Breaking,” 
No. 285 in “Worship and Song.” 

Psalm 98—Read by the pastor. 

Prayer—By the pastor. Thanks for the in- 
crease in our missionary gifts and givers, 
and prayer for a blessing upon every dol- 
lar given, direction for the board that 
administers the gifts, and grace for the 
missionary workers whom it supports. 

Missionary pictures, facts of progress, or life 
stories. 

Hymn—"O God, Beneath Thy Guiding 
Hand,” No. 284 in “Worship and Song.” 

Review Period. 

Average attendance this quarter, last, and a 
year ago—By secretary. 

Plans for Coming Quarter—By superintend- 
ent. 

Hymn—"O Beautiful for Spacious Skies,” 
No. 219 in “Worship and Song.” 


Closing Prayer—By superintendent. 


Pentecost 


peeve has gone, and the hills and vales 

of Palestine will not again echo with his 
voice. Before he went he said, “Go, ye.” 
Now God needs us to carry on worthily 
what Jesus so splendidly began. But it is 
God’s work, and so he would give to his dis- 


ciples the consciousness that the divine 
presence and power are as real as when 
Jesus was here. And so Pentecost will for- 
ever mean “Emmanuel, God with us.” 


The Beautiful Gate 


At the beautiful gates of life there is 
need. A needy one, yea, the needy world is 
always there. Then there is a willingness to 
give our best. We may not have much silver 
and gold, but as much as these are needed 
there is needed more ourselves. Your chil- 
dren, your friends, your church, your day 
need “such as you have.” Then there is 
power at that gate. A loving, consecrated 
personality has made many a man walk. 


Christian Communism 


Is it true that “what’s mine’s me own?” 
Is anything really mine to do as I like with? 
We are individuals and we each have our 
own responsibility, but none of us liveth 
to himself; and our time, our talents, our 
money are ours to use as stewards for Him 
and others. But let us play it fair, for it 
is suicide to be a lie. 

Stephen 

Is it not fine to do more than people ex- 
pect of you—to be able to go the second 
mile? He was elected to look after temporal 
things. I have no doubt he did this work 
well, but he went on to do much greater 
things. And it did not spoil him, or rob 
him of his simplicity. Even in that awful 
hour, his spirit was sweet and forgiving. 
T-t-t-total 

Well, they tell us that a stutterer gave us 
that word. If so he did us a good turn. 
The year 1925 needs men and women who 
are teetotally and absolutely free from those 
things that weaken our bodies, befuddle our 
minds, or bedim our spirits. God needs us 
and the world needs us, but we are needed 
at our best. 

Philip 

Another man who went farther and did 

more than was expected of him. It is won- 
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derful faithfully to work eight hours a day, 
and day by day. But there is something 
coming to that fellow who does not always 
stop just when the whistle blows. We 
would have thought well of you, Philip, if 
you had worked away in Judea, but you are 
a bigger man when you get to Samaria, but 
you are most like your Lord when you hustle 
across country to lead that black man to the 
light. 


Saul 


He was always in earnest, and his con- 
victions were dynamic. As a student he 
must have been a joy to Gamaliel, as a 
Pharisee to the Jews and as a Christian to 
Christ. But God is calling to every man. 
But Saul stopped short and listened and 
asked for direction. Every conversion is a 
miracle of God’s grace. 


Ready, Go 


When Lazarus was called to life, the 
record tells us that Jesus said, “Loose him, 
and let him go.” So he says to every one 
called into life. Saul is so called and means 
are provided to tell him what to do. Down 
at Damascus he goes ‘to work, uniting work 
and study. Then apparently like a man who 
has been practicing law, and decides to 
change to medicine, he spends some years in 
studying for his new life. Then once again 
he goes to work. That is what those won 
in these great Kingdom Enlistments must 
do, and it is our responsibility as pastcrs to 
give them a job. 


Peter Before and After 


What a frail reed he was at first. He 
could blaze all up red and as quickly cool 
down. But after a while the passion of the 
Christ enters his life and his very person- 
ality exudes power. And he is ever seeking 
occasions to carry on for his Lord. 


Broadening 


How it does hurt to be broadened. When 
we have once struck a stride, how it hurts 
us to increase our speed. When we once get 
jogging in the ruts, what a pain to get out. 
Nothing but an impelling vision will ever 
get some of us out. Lord, send us the vision, 
lest we perish. 


Antioch 


City of the new day, city of the new name, 
city of the new purpose in religion, city of 
the new impulse. 


Prayer Delivers 


Peter is bound, and is shackled by a 
double guard, for the authorities are panicky 
over open graves and open prisons. But 
how helpless are guards and walls and gates 
before a praying church. The world will be 
evangelized by the generation that knows 
and lays hold on the power of God and the 
passion of Christ. 

o 


“Be truthful, honest, and loving, because 
you want to be and not because you think 
it pays.” 
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My Answer to the Missionary Challenge 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR JUNE 28, 1925 
Isa. 6:8, 9; 1 Thess. 2:8 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 


Christian 


Program Pointers 

This program should be in the hands of the mis- 
sionary committee. It should seek to do everything 
possible to create a true missionary atmosphere in 
the meeting. If you have any missionary volunteers 
in your society or any returned missionaries or mis- 
sionary in your community get them to tell the so- 
ciety about their experience in entering the mission- 
ary field—how the challenge came and how they an- 
swered it. If you plan far enough ahead you might 
have time to write to some missionary and ask him 
or her to tell how they met the missionary challenge 
that came to their lives. If you have a rescue mission 
in your town or city get the missionary at the head 
of that institution to tell, by oral or written mes- 
sage if unable to be present at the meeting, how he 
or she answered the missionary challenge. Have some 
one tell how Peter answered the missionary challenge 
as found recorded in Acts 10:34-38; some one else 
tell how Paul said he answered the missionary chal- 
lenge as recorded in Acts 9:1-22. 

Thoughts on the Theme 

[SAIAH 1:1-4. “I saw also the Lord on 

his throne.” We need, if we are to an- 
swer the missionary challenge in the best 
way, a vision of the power and the glory of 
God. We need this to nerve our arm to 
battle. The missionary needs this to keep 
him from despair when he faces the terrible 
conditions and opposition he will have to 
meet on the field. 

V. 5. “Woe is me! for I am undone; be- 
cause I am a man of unclean lips.” One, to 
answer the missionary challenge rightly, 
needs a vision of his own unfitness apart 
from God and the cleansing power of the 
blood of Christ, and the purifying fire of 
the Holy Spirit. 

“JT dwell in the midst of a people of un- 
clean lips.” One will need to see the sin- 
fulness and need, the moral uncleanness 
and unfitness of the people without God. 
Only as our souls are burdened under a 
sense of the pitiable need of souls without 
Christ and the knowledge of his forgiving 
love will we rise up with powers consecrated 
to the winning of these to Christ and his 
service. 

V. 8. “Also I heard the voice of the 
Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?” The voice of God calling 
in the soul through the needs of the un- 
evangelized millions; calling through the 
physical sufferings of vast multitudes with- 
out medical attention or care; God’s voice 
calling through the ignorance and the super- 
stition of millions in darkness and shame. 

“Then said I, Here am I; send me.” Meet 
the challenge unhesitatingly, willingly. We 
are more likely to say, “Here am I, send 
some one else.” Paul and Isaiah were kin- 
dred spirits. When the call came to Paul 
he said, “What wilt thou have me to do?” I 
think a willing spirit must be very precious 
to the heart of God. To find one, who, 


when he calls, responds cheerfully, gladly, 
willingly to his call. 

V. 9,10. Read these two verses and see 
what a thankless, hopeless task Isaiah was 
set to perform. Go and preach, but the 


Church 


people will pay no attention to you. Go 
and preach, but you will have no converts. 
Go and preach, but you will accomplish no 
reforms: instead you will see this people 
go deeper and deeper into sin and idolatry 
until they are carried away into captivity. 
Go obediently, go boldly, even though you 
know that your mission, humanly speakine, 
will be a failure. That takes courage. That 
takes faith. 


By Way of Illustration 


If this life be not a real fight, in which 
something is eternally gained for the uni- 
verse by success, it is no better than a game 
of theatricals, from which one may with- 
draw at will. But it feels like a real fight. 
Prof. James. 

Lord Wolseley says in his “Soldier’s 
Pocket Book” that if a young officer wishes 
to get on, he must volunteer for the most 
hazardous duties and take every possible 
chance of risking his life. It is a spirit like 
that that is needed in meeting the mission- 
ary challenge of the hour. 

There is a famous physician in London 
today who tells that when he had finished 
his medical course in Edinburgh he was 
offered an appointment for which he felt 
himself unfit. He called on one of the pro- 
fessors. ‘You feel yourself unfit for it?” 
said the professor; “then you are the man 
for it.” Paul was unfit: but “unto me was 
this grace given,” he says, “that I should 
preach.” Isaiah, too, felt his unfitness, but 
God made him fit. God can and will make 
you fit for any task to which he calls you, 
if you will yield yourself fully to him in 
order that he may make you fit. 

“A man may resist the challenge, but it 
is never the same with him afterwards. If 
the call has come and been rejected, there 
is a steady loss of life. For no one can lay 
hold on life by shirking its responsibilities. 
And the loss is none the less tragic that it 
is unrecognized.” 

The following notes are furnished by Miss 
——t Morrill, Mission Education Secre- 

ry: 


My Anwer to the Missionary Challenge 


The missionary challenge is embodied in a 
knowledge of the great need of the world 
for Christ. To each one personally this 
challenge comes, and the sincerity of our 
interest in the missionary cause will be 
tested by the manner in which we answer 
the challenge. 

How have others whom we know an- 
swered it? Mr. and Mrs. Llewellyn Fletcher 
heard the cry of Japan and in the words of 
Isaiah in our scripture lesson answered, 
“Here am I, send me.” Miss Ruth Kirk- 
patrick felt the need and she volunteered 
herself for service abroad. Marguerite 
Youmans and Elizabeth Howsare are tak- 
ing Christ to groups in America, those new 
Americans and the first American. They 
answered the challenge by actually going. 

How will I answer it? Perhaps I will say 
with the others, “Send me.” Or perhaps it 
will be necessary to say “Use me here.” A 
few years ago there was a very beautiful 
story written about the girl who volunteered 
to stay at home. Somehow or other it is 
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hard to realize that we can answer the chal- 
lenge just as effectively at home. 

For every person who actually goes to a 
mission field there must be many who stay 
at home and see that he has support. At 
the present time there are several young 
people who keep saying to the Mission Secre- 
taries, “Don’t forget me, that I want to work 
for you as soon as possible.” How soon 
that will be depends on those of us who must 
stay at home. If you are one of these latter, 
your answer to the challenge about which 
we have been talking may be in attending 
and promoting interest in a mission study 
class, or a missionary society, or in the mis- 
slonary programs in the Sunday-school. 
Any one of a number of things that seem in 
ro pen small, and yet without which no 
work could be done on the field, may form a 
part of your reply to the challenge of the 
—— task of taking Christ to the 
world. 


For Reading or Recitation 


“Merlin and the Gleam,” by Tennyson, or 
“Excelsior,” by Longfellow. 


For Discussion 


How is our society helping to answer the mission- 
ary challenge? 

What is our church doing to meet the challenge of 
missions? 

What ought we to do to meet the missionary chal- 
lenge? 

What great missionary has most challenged your 
admiration ? 

What are some of the challenging features of mis- 
ions in China? 

What are some of the challenging features of mis- 
sions in Japan? 

What are some of the challenging points in India? 

What challenge does Africa offer? 

What is the great challenge of South America? 

What are some of the challenges to our missionary 
interests and consecration in thé United States? 


Passing the Torch Along * 
By Rev. J. W. Wellons, D. D. 


I HAVE just been thinking about that 

great good man, Rev. Isaac Mooney of 
Kansas, whom I knew and loved in this life 
and whom I expect shortly to join in the 
spirit world. I have often thought of 
Brother Mooney whom I regarded as one 
of the sweetest spirited men of our min- 
istry, a man who preached the old-time re- 
ligion, who was interested in the church 
and in the schools and colleges, and who 
brought up his children in the nurture and 
fear of the Lord. 

I have been thinking of him today and 
during our commencement here at Elon, be- 
cause a_ splendid building stands here 
erected to his memory by his son-in-law, 
Brother Orban, and his daughter, the wife 
of Brother Orban; a building that has cost 
as it now stands $125,000, furnished with 
everything necessary to train college stu- 
dents to be Christian workers and preachers 
and to teach the children of the community 
here true religion. It has been a pleasure 
to me to see this building arise out of the 
ground here and to come to completion and 
now to full use in the social and religious 
life of the college and the community. 

This building this year had four pro- 
fessors of Bible and religion teaching in 
it, with more than two hundred college stu- 
dents studying to be preachers and teachers 
of religion. In addition to this more than 
three hundred boys and girls of the com- 
munity came to the Week-day School of Re- 
ligion, in which the college students engaged 
in teaching them religion under the super- 
vision of Prof. Simon Bennett and his as- 
sistants. It is a beautiful thought to me 
that my good Brother Mooney and his good 
daughter and son-in-law have in the very 
first year of the use of this building been 























able to reach five hundred lives with the 
gospel message, and I know that the heart 
of good Brother Mooney has rejoiced at 
every good thought that has been presented 
and every good resolution that has been 
formed and every good deed that has been 
done in this building erected to his memory. 

As the years come and go countless 
thousands will receive their instruction and 
training in religion in this beautiful build- 
ing, which, to me, is a torch lighted by 
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Brother Mooney and passed on to his daugh- 
ter and son-in-law, and now planted here for 
the teaching of religion to the glory of God 
and the saving of souls. How I do rejoice 
to see this building and how glad I will 
be to be able to describe it in the spirit 
world to Brother Mooney. And may God 
bless Brother Orban and Sister Orban for 
their generous kindness in making the plant- 
ing of this torch here at Elon possible. May 
the good Lord bless them is my prayer. 


Grandpa's Prisoners 
A Story 


BY SUSANNE ALICE RANLETT 


I can catch you if you fall.” Rosina 

scrambled briskly up the ladder to 
the hayloft of grandpa’s barn. Roy, hugging 
his spaniel, Rab, followed his sister. The 
newly-mown hay was piled so high that it 
covered all the windows except one high in 
the gable; through this the sun shone, mak- 
ing golden mist of the rising hay-dust. 

Rosina tucked the basket she carried into 
a corner, then the children climbed to a beam 
from which they jumped plump into the soft, 
sweet-smelling hay. “Isn’t this fun?” asked 
Rosina; “but,” she added, “I must let Ruby 
‘ out to have fun, too.” She opened her 
basket, saying, ‘““You dear thing, did you feel 
lonely shut up while the rest of us are hav- 
ing a good time?” 

““Coo-co0-00-coo,” came from the basket, 
out of which stepped Ruby, who nestled 
against Rosina’s cheek, then flew joyously 
with whirring wings round and round the 
loft. Ruby was a wood-brown dove with a 
collar of lovely changing blue and green. 

“Come and bury me, Rosy!” called Roy. 

Rosy heaped hay deep over her brother 
until he called, “Rab, Rab!” Then Rab 
sniffing and barking scratched his friend out 
of the hay and kissed him over and over. 

“Aren’t you glad we came here instead of 
going to the grove?” asked Rosina. 

When the children started for their after- 
noon play, both they and their mother sup- 
posed they were going to the little grove 
beyond grandpa’s field where they enjoyed 
many vacation picnics. But when they saw 
the open barn-door, they ran in to have a 
jump in the hay and lingered in its _—T 
instead of going on to the grove. 

“Course,” Roy answered Rosina. 
now let’s have the picnic.” 

Rosina took from her basket some ginger- 
cakes and rosy summer apples. As the chil- 
dren ate, Rab’s brown eyes said plainly, 
“Please give me some.” And his plumy tail 
wagged “Thank you” for gingerbread. Ruby 
pecked daintily at an apple and swallowed 
the brown seeds which Rosina offered. 

After their picnic, the children built hay- 
forts and charged each other’s; so they 
played until Rosina suddenly exclaimed, 
“How dark it is!” 

No sunshine fell through the small win- 
dow; shadows crept ont of the corners of the 


Yr go first, Rosina,” directed Roy, “so 


“And 





loft, and in the distance sounded a rumble 
of thunder. 

“We must go home, this minute,” 
Rosina. 

When the children had hurried down the 
ladder, they found the lower barn as dark 
as night, but they groped between the hay 
walls toward the door. 

“Where is the door?” 
a little frightened. 


“T’ve found it,” Roy answered. 
and I can’t open it.” 

The children had often seen grandpa snap 
the big padlock on that door, turn the lock, 
and put the key into his pocket. And that 
was exactly what grandpa had done an hour 
ago. Of course he did not know that a pic- 
nic was going on in his barn; and at this 


said 


Rosina’s voice was 


“Tt’s shut 








>) 
ALL IN ALL 


E who hath led will lead 
All through the wilderness; 
He who hath fed will feed; 
He who hath blessed will bless; 
He who hath heard thy cry 
Will never close his ear; 
He who hath marked thy faintest sigh 
Will not forget thy tear. 
He loveth always, faileth never; 
So rest on him today, forever. 


He who hath made thee whole 
Will heal thee day by day; 
He who hath spoken to thy soul 
Hath many things to say; 
He who hath gently taught 
Yet more will make thee know; 
He who so wondrously hath wrought 
Yet greater things will show. 
He loveth always, faileth never; 
So rest on him today, forever. 


—Frances Ridley Havergal. 




















very minute, when the thunder-clouds were 
black, he was hurrying to the grove to bring 
the children home. 

“We can’t get out!” Rosina exclaimed. 

“Not just this minute; but they’ll soon 
come for us,” Roy answered cheerfully. 

“It’s so dark,” whispered Rosina. “And 
Roy, they don’t know where we are! You 
know we were going to the grove.” 

“Anyhow, sometime they’ll come here,” 
said Roy. “Let’s go back to the loft to wait. 
It’s more cheerful there.” 

Slowly they felt their way back to the 
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ladder, climbed up, and sat down below the 
little window. The barn grew darker; they 
could see nothing but the gray square of the 
window. 

“Roy,” whispered Rosina, “we are prison- 


ers. We can’t ever get out of this dreadful 
dark barn. If mother only knew where we 
are!” 


“I wish she did know,” Roy answered. 
“We might scream out of the window. Let’s 
pile up hay so we can stand on it and look 
out.” 

But when they looked, not a person was to 
be seen—only the big field, and the black 
sky over which flashed red zig-zags of 
lightning. 

The children shouted a few halloos, then 
Rosina sighed, “It’s no use.” 

“We might send Rab,” proposed Roy. 
“He’d bark and run back to the barn to 
show where we are.” But the only way of 
sending Rab was to drop him from the win- 
dow, and the ground far below was covered 
with stones. 

“We can’t,” said Rosina, hugging the little 
dog. “Rab, dear, we wouldn’t hurt you, even 
if we do stay here always.” 

The thunder crashed louder, and blacker 
shadows crawled about the barn. 


“Roy,” exclaimed Rosina, “we might send 
Ruby to tell them!” 


“How could Ruby tell them?” 


“She would fly straight home, and often 
she goes to the dining room window where 
we feed her; and mother might see her.” 

“But how could she tell where we are?” 

“You write it on this picnic paper,” 
Rosina answered. 

Roy searched his pockets and found 
marbles, twine, peppermints, a_ knife, 
pebbles, peach stones, and nut shells, but no 
pencil. 

“I can’t write, Rosy,” he said, soberly, 


“unless—here’s a bit of coal—yes, it makes 
marks.” 


On a scrap of paper Roy printed roughly 
one word—“B-A-R-N.” With his twine Ros- 
ina tied the paper loosely around Ruby’s 
neck, saying, “I don’t believe that’s the way 
pigeons ought to carry letters, but it’s the 
best way I know. Now, Ruby darling,” she 
continued, “I hate to send you out in the 
storm, but you won’t fall down and be hurt 
as Rab would, and you know the way home. 
O Ruby, you'll be good and fly to mother’s 
window, won’t you?” 

Ruby answered, “Coo-00-coo.” 


Rosina kissed the bird and thrust her out 
of the window, and the dove spread her 
strong wings and disappeared around the 
corner of the barn. 

“She has gone the way home is,” Rosina 
said. “Now we'll just have to wait.” 

A heavy rain began to fall, pounding on 
the roof close to the children’s heads, as 
they crouched on the hay with Rab nestling 
between them. Time passed—a long time it 
seemed—and then there was a noise that 
was neither rain nor thunder and a gleam 
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of light flickering through the darkness of 
the barn. 

“Rosina! Roy!” called a voice. 

“Oh, grandpa, we’re here!” cried both 
children. 

Grandpa, carrying his lantern, climbed 
the ladder. The children clung to him and 
Rab barked joyfully. Then they all crept 
down the ladder and out of the door. 

“The outdoor dark is not so fearsome as 
the barn dark,” said Rosina, “and the 
thunder is not so roaring, and there is a 
streak of yellow in the sky. It’s much hap- 
pier out of that barn. It’s a dreadful feel- 
ing to be locked up in the dark.” 
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“You poor little prisoners!” said grandpa. 
“But you were bright to think of sending 
Ruby. She came, soaked with rain, to the 
dining room window and tapped with her 
beak, and mother found the letter.” 

“The darling!” exclaimed Rosina. 

Then there was home, and mother at the 
door to hug the freed prisoners .and give 
them supper—scrambled eggs, cream toast, 
coca, and baked apples. 

Ruby perched on Rosina’s shoulder and 
ate crumbs of bread and answered with her 
soft “Coo-o0-coo” every time Rosina said, 
“You darling.” And that was many times. 
—The Congregationalist. 


Communications 


Unchurched Opportunities 


The Lutherans in their conference of 
church workers made up of the southern 
part of their New York Synod recently dis- 
cussed the rapid growth of Long Island. 
There seventy-eight towns reported as of 
such recent origin as to fail being noted on 
recent maps. There are 146 towns on Long 
Island without a church of any denomina- 
tion. 

The suggestions from this Lutheran con- 
ference are in direct line with what I have 
been undertaking to impress upon our peo- 
ple of the New Jersey Christian Confer- 
ence with reference to our city of Greater 
New York. I have tried in like manner to 
show that the same thing is true in north- 
ern New Jersey. This, too, was pointed out 
at that Lutheran conference. In Brook- 
lyn and the Borough of Queens alone are to 
be found, according to my own personal 
knowledge of the situation by actually go- 
ing over the ground, at least nineteen places 
where we could organize and build up strong 
Christian churches, beginning before the 
present year is closed if we had the money 
and the men. There is a place within a 
mile and a half of where I am writing this 
letter where there are between twelve and 
fourteen thousand people in a high class 
community grown up in the past two years, 
without a church of any description. _ 

Of course I am receiving home mission 
aid here at Vanderveer Park, though with 
a greatly reduced appropriation, but our 
Hyde Park work was launched, and is being 
carried forward without one dollar of ap- 
propriation from our General Home Mission 
Board. The board doesn’t have the funds. 
We could do a more aggressive work there 
than we are, could we see our way clear to 
put a man there in place of my giving them 
little fragments of my time. We have 
bought lots, and have built a chapel there— 
almost complete now—in fact, we are using 
it—worth $15,000. We have a Sunday- 
school, a C. E. society, and a church. Our 
membership in the church is only thirty-six 
at present, but it might easily be twice 
that number in the less than three months 
it has been organized if a man could be had 
to work the field. Since this neighboring 
church has been established, the thing I 
have been expecting all along has happened: 
we have succeeded in awakening an interest 
to the point of uniting with our Vander- 
veer Park Church almost as many members 
in the past two months as we had been able 
to secure in more than two years of stren- 
uous effort before we had our second 
church near enough by to feel the power of 
its influence. If we were to count acces- 
sions to the Kingdom instead of accessions 
to the one local church here at Vanderveer 


Park, we would show a strengthening of our 
forces of about eighty-five in two months. 
That is, by counting enlistments for the 
two churches together. 

When the work at Hyde Park was first 
launched—the building work I mean—the 
outlook was so full of the mists of uncer- 
tainty as viewed from the purely human 
standpoint that many a night found me 
tossing on my bed to know how to provide 
for the appalling costs, with only a Sun- 
day-school organization at that time to ap- 
peal to. Out of the thirty-six members, I 
believe there are people out of six different 
denominations. Here in Vanderveer Park 
we have thirteen denominations represented 
in our membership. None of all the 240 or 
so in the two churches were ever associated 
with the Christians, except my own family. 

It is a source of great satisfaction to be 
able to tell you that after two years of 
agitation we at last secured the adoption of 
a plan for a Church Extension Revolving 
Loan Fund in the recent session of the New 
Jersey Christian Conference. If the pro- 
visions of this plan are carried out and I 
have already started the campaign for car- 
rying it out, we hope in time to have a fund 
of at least $15,000 with which to help our 
churches as they are organized in this won- 
derful territory to house their work. Fif- 
teen thousand dollars looks small in the face 
of such a crying need, but it is a start. 
Twenty-five years hence we should have, 
and I believe will have, $150,000 for such 
work right here in our own conference. 

: P. S. SAILER. 

Brooklyn, New York. 


Tested by Her Fruits 


During her thirty-five years of history 
Elon has granted bachelors’ degree to five 


{cr >) 
REFLECTING LIGHT 


IVE responsive to the sunlight, 
Bluebird calls, the first spring 
flower 
Noontide’s all-embracing radiance, 
Twilight calm, the midnight hour. 








Feel God’s constant pulses throbbing, 
Giving life through each sun ray, 
Glowing in thy heart’s deep chamber, 

Earth's abyss, in sky and bay. 


Know the source of power and wisdom, 
While thy soul unfolds in love 
Till its face reflects his image 
Like the starry host above. 
—Helen L. Stetson, in 


Boston Transcript. 
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hundred and ninety-five persons—three hun- 
dred forty-seven men and two hundred for- 
ty-eight women. Twenty-one of these have 
died—sixteen men and five women—leaving 
Elon five hundred seventy-four living grad- 
uates. 

It is interesting to note that during the 
first five years the college graduated twen- 
ty-eight persons, while during the last five 
years two hundred eleven have been gradu- 
ated. The percentage who graduate is 
slightly larger for Elon than for the col- 
leges at large. 

The life work of Elon graduates is in- 
dicative of the idealism that prevails on the 
campus. The three essentially altruistic 
professions are teaching, the ministry, and 
home making. In these three, Elon gradu- 
ates rank high. More than half are en- 
gaged in teaching—two hundred fifty-one. 
One-sixth are ministers—ninety-two. Sev- 
enty-four of Elon women graduates have 
dedicated themselves to home making. Four 
hundred seventeen out of five hundred sev- 
enty-four are devoting their lives to the 
altruistic callings. This fact is eloquent tes- 
timony to the kind of motivation Elon gives 
her students, a motivation of which our ma- 
terialistic age stands sorely in need. 

The other callings represented in the ros- 
ter of Elon’s alumni are as follows: busi- 
ness, seventy-nine; engineering, nine; fine 
arts as a profession as distinct from teach- 
ing, two; law, seventeen, medicine, fifteen; 
and public service, including unclassified 
callings, thirty-five. 

Elon is willing to be judged by her fruits, 
the finest standard of judging an institu- 
tion yet discovered, the test which Jesus de- 
clared to be fair and ultimate. The facts 
set forth above appear to be a clear indi- 
cation that Elon does realize measurably 
her motto in the fruits of her alumni. Add 
to this the further fact that only one of 
her alumni is not a professing Christian 
and you have a weight of evidence that our 
college is not only in purpose but also in 
fact Christian. 

W. A. HARPER. 


Ineffective Without Prayer 


I have read with pleasure your excellent 
editorials on prayer. To my mind, all of 
our efforts in Christian work will be inef- 
fective unless seasoned with prayer. Only 
those who have tasted its power can really 
understand its blessing. I cannot tell you 
what a blessing The Herald editorials are 
to me week after week. 

W. A. HUCKELL. 

Legrangeville, New York. 


Postscripts 


I believe a parish paper in any church 
will prove a mighty impetus in its work; 
and then every home needs The Herald of 
Gospel Liberty that it may keep in touch 
with the general work of the church and 
the Kingdom, and for inspiration. 

W. ROLLO BOEHRINGER. 

Enon, Ohio. 


The Herald has taken a fine stand in its 
recent editorial in regard to religious lib- 
erty and our public schools. I rely much | 
upon The Herald for a proper attitude on 
current issues and it usually directs me 
properly. The paper is a wonderful help to 
our church, I am gure. 


St. Johnsville, N. Y. 


I would not be true to my own heart if 
I failed to include in this my very great 
appreciation of your work. The Herald was 
never better, and I think the editorials the 
peer of all that come to my study. 
F. E. ROCKWELL. 


Ray M. SEEry. 


Warren, Indiana. 
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The Children 


The Spider and the Hen 


A big black spider made a web; 
All in and out he spun; 

Then round and round and back and forth 
Until the web was done. 


He stopped to rest, and then, 
A foolish fly soon saw that web. 
Although he pulled and buzzed and pulled, 
He could not fly again. 


His feet were tied, his wings held fast; 
He was a sorry sight, 

While Mr. Spider said in glee: 
“T’ll have a feast tonight.” 


Then Mrs. Hen strolled by that way, 
Her children by her side; 

The foolish fly within that web 
Her bright eyes quickly spied. 


“Cluck, cluck!” she said. “Look here, 
O what is this I see? Look here! 
Within this trap a dainty lunch 
Is waiting here for me.” 


When Mrs. Hen went on her way, 
The hungry spider said, 

“It’s hard to lose your supper, 
But worse to lose your head.” 


—Elizabeth Cushing Taylor, in the May- 
flower. 


Reginald Hooper’s Money 
AMMA, mamma, O mamma, is the half 
hour up yet?” Johnny Case flung a 
handful of tender, green weeds at the 
garden fence and rolled over in the path. 
“Mamma, I’m awful tired.” 

“Only twenty minutes, son,” called back 
Mrs. Case. “Get to work in good earnest, 
and the time will soon pass. You have 
wasted five minutes resting, and you’ll have 
to make up.” 

Johnny pulled his old straw hat down over 
his eyes and fell to work very hard for a 
minute or two. He was sure his mother 
would forget to call him when the time was 
up, though she had promised over and over 
to keep an eye on the clock. At last she 
called that the task was ended. 

With a glad shout Johnny left the onion 
bed. “Mamma, Reginald Hooper has all the 
money he wants to spend,” he said as he 
washed his hands. 

- “That certainly is very nice for him,” said 
Mrs. Case. 

“Yes, it is,” said Johnny, looking very sad. 
“He can spend all the money he wants for 
ice cream and marbles and everything, and 
I have to work a whole half hour weeding 
onions to buy some fish hooks. It doesn’t 
seem fair.” 

“You may spend your five cents for ice 
cream, Johnny, if you’d rather do that.” 

“QO, I want to go fishing bad enough, but 
I want the ice cream, too. Reginald could 
buy a whole box of fish hooks if he wanted 
to.” 

Johnny felt ill-used all day, and that 
afternoon as he was setting out with Tom 
Blake from across the way, who had also 
weeded the garden for his fishing tackle that 
morning, the two boys looked rather en- 


viously at the small boy in the big house set 
back among the trees and beautiful flowers. 

“Mamma only had time to put up some 
bread-and-butter sandwiches for me and a 
hard-boiled egg or two and some dough- 
nuts,” said Tom. “Like as not, Reginald 
had frosted cake and ice cream for dinner.” 

“I only have some bread and meat and 
some early harvest apples,” said Johnny. 
“I don’t suppose Reginald would touch a 
bite of our lunch. I wish I could have ice 
cream every day.” 

“Where are you going?” asked the little 
boy, peering through the fence. “Fishing? 
My, but I’d like to go along. Wait till I 
ask nurse if I may.” 

The boys didn’t like to wait, for the time 
was slipping away; but they did. And in 
a minute or two they heard a sharp voice 
saying: “Of course you can’t go. You know 
better than to ask. You’d have your clothes 
ruined. I never saw such a bad boy. Your 
father gave you a quarter this noon to be 
good and not tease. Run away and spend 
it,” 

“I’d rather go fishing,” said Tom prompt- 
ly when a boy with a very unhappy face 
came to say he couldn’t go. “He never gets 
to take off his shoes or wade or climb trees 
or nothing. I suppose it’s nice to have 
plenty of money, but I’d rather go fishing.” 

“So would I,” said Johnny. “I’d rather 
weed onion beds and earn my own cash. 
It’s more fun.” 

“Money’s no fun,” said Reginald, who had 
overheard. “I’d give it all to have one good 
time with your crowd, but nurse won’t let 
me go.” 

“Nurse won’t, but I will,” said a kind 
voice behind them. “Here, son, get off your 
shoes and stockings quick. You’re going 
fishing with the lads. Now run along and 
never mind your clothes.” 

With three cheers for Reginald’s father, 
the boys were off to the brook, and after 
that the good times and the weeding and 
the money were shared equally and every 
boy in the village enjoyed them all.—West- 
ern Christian Advocate. 


A True Bird Story 


The young bird has to learn how to do 
things just as small boys and girls do, al- 
though not in exactly the same way. 

One of the first lessons he learns is how to 
fly. He really knows how to do this, but 
needs practice until his wings grow strong 
enough to carry him through the air. Many 
young birds begin this practice before they 
leave the nest. I have often seen a nestling 
beating and beating his wings without stir- 
ring an inch from his tiny home. 

You have heard, perhaps, that the father 
and mother birds push their babies out of 
the nest. Do not believe any such thing, be- 
cause it is not true. I have seen many 
young birds leave the nest of their own 
accord, but never one pushed out. Some- 
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times the mother may coax her children, but 
often they fly out while the parents are 
away finding food. 

After the young bird leaves the nest his 
father and mother follow and feed him, for 
he does not yet know how to feed himself. 
This is the next lesson he has to learn. He 
must also know where to sleep, and how to 
protect himself from all the other creatures 
that want to catch him and eat him. 

Once I had a good chance to watch two 
young blue jays learn to get their own liv- 
ing. After they left the nest they lived in a 
little grove, where I could easily find them 
when I went to watch. They seemed to be 
always hungry, and every few minutes one 
of the parents would hurry up with a grass- 
hopper or some other insect to stuff into the 
wide-open mouths. They were fed choke- 
cherries, too. These little wild cherries grew 
on a big tree in the grove. 

One day after giving the twins choke- 
cherries, the parents slipped quietly out of 
sight and stayed away a long time. I could 
see them perching near, but the young birds 
could not. The father and mother were not 
hunting food as usual, but seemed to be tak- 
ing a rest. I wonder at this, for I had 
never seen them resting since the little ones 
were hatched. 

The twins, who were quite as large as 
their parents now, did not try to pull any of 
the fruit from the trees, although it grew 
all about, and they had often seen it done. 
They sat idly picking at their toes, stretch- 
ing their beautiful wings, or hopping from 
branch to branch. 

Soon it was evident that they were hun- 
gry, for they began to call. Nothing hap- 
pened. They called again. Still no food. 
This must have been a great surprise, for 
usually their cries brought a parent with 
food at once. Hungrier and hungrier they 
grew, and louder and louder they called, but 
still no parents. 

All this time I could see the mother and 
father birds sitting near, and I also began 
to wonder why they did not bring something. 

At last the mother flew to the children, 
but with nothing in her beak. Squawking 
madly, the two hungry youngsters flung 
themselves upon her. They almost knocked 
her off the perch. She just hopped out of 
the way and did not seem to care that they 
were hungry. Again the twins flew at her, 
begging for food, and again she calmly 
hopped out of the way. Then she hopped 
up to a bunch of cherries and pulled one. 
The children crowded close; and what do 
you think that bird did? She deliberately 
swallowed that cherry herself! 

The twins seemed dumbfounded. For a 
minute they did not make a sound nor move 
a muscle. Then screaming louder than ever 
they began jerking at the chokecherries for 
themselves. At first they were so clumsy 
they dropped every one, but soon they man- 
aged to swallow a few. 

Those two young blue jays had learned 
the great lesson of their lives —Olive Thorne 
Miller, in Western Christian Advocate. 
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From the Field 


DELAWARE 


Dover, June 9—The past year has been a 
great year for People’s Christian Church of 
Dover. The general work of the church has 
enlarged in a most remarkable manner. The 
program of Religious Education, under the 
direction of Miss Martha Denison, Director 
of Religious Education, has proved the pos- 
sibilities of this line of endeavor. The 
Daily Vacation Bible School, which will be 
held during the month of July, is one of the 
features of the program of Religious Educa- 
tion People’s Church is putting on.—It is 
marvelous how God directs his kindly pro- 
vidence. Through his love and kindness, he 
directed that my father, Dr. D. M. Helfen- 
stein, and my mother should spend the past 
winter in Dover. As I look back over the 
experiences of the year, I cannot see how 
we could have done without them. It was 
necessary for Mrs. Helfenstein and myself to 
be away from home several weeks during the 
year, and we were able to do so without any 
anxiety about the work whatever, as the 
people had love for and such confidence in 
father that he was able to look after my 
pastoral responsibilities in my absence in a 
most satisfactory manner and to take care 
of the home. Not only by supplying my 
pulpit at various times to such fine accept- 
ance, but also as leader of the Sunday Morn- 
ing Class, and as teacher of the Senior 
Men’s Bible Class, as well as by pastoral vis- 
itation, he made a large place for himself in 
the hearts of the people. The many words 
of loving appreciation expressed by the peo- 
ple of the community for my parents on 
their departure last week for the West 
brought great joy to my heart. Father and 
mother went away from here to Fairfield, 
Iowa, where father was to attend the fif- 
tieth anniversary of his college class. They 
will spend the summer in Montana, and will 
return to Lewisburg, Pa., the first of Sep- 
tember, at which place father has accepted 
a call to the pastorate of the Christian 
Church. I believe the year of rest from pas- 
toral responsibilities, and the change of 
climate has given him a new lease on life, 
He is as active and vigorous as many men at 
fifty. He feels that his coming to Dover 
was a great blessing to him, but we know 
that it was a greater blessing to our home, 
our church, and our community.—Roy C. 
Helfenstein. 


ILLINOIS 


Olney, June 11—We enjoyed a great day 
at Mt. Olive Church the first Sunday. Six 
were led to the water and baptized. <A large 
congregation was witness to the scene. This 
is a very small church but wide awake.—It 
was my privilege to attend the banquet at 
Merom Monday night given by the Commer- 
cial Club of Merom in honor of the trustees 
and stockholders of Union Christian College. 
Over two hundred people from various parts 
of the country sat down together and ate 
of the splendid banquet prepared by the 
ladies of the Commercial Club. The college 
was leased for twenty-five years to the new 
management. Everything points to a capac- 
ity school at the opening the first of Octo- 
ber. Students are enrolling and paying in 
advance. Farmers, lawyers, preachers, busi- 
ness men, doctors, school men, were present 
from various towns and cities for miles about 
the Wabash Valley. The president of the 
State Normal from Terre Haute was present 
and promised his ce-operation in every way, 
as was also the president of Bissell Photo- 
graph College, Effingham, Illinois. A won- 
derful spirit was manifest. The Commercial 
Club is now past its thousand mark on the 
subscription roll for the new paper which is 
to be launched.—Rev. Paul Piersall has 


moved to Merom to commence school there. 
—Rev. Lowell Laughlin is to finish out the 
year at Sandy Creek.—The Glenwood Com- 
munity Church recently gave a supper to the 
Olney Business Men’s club. Ninety plates 
were served for the men and a great time was 
enjoyed. Pastor Bell has reason to be proud 
of his church there.—Alvin O. Jacobs. 


INDIANA 

North Manchester, June 8—We held an all- 
day meeting at our Antioch Church, Rev. 
Isaac Cox pastor. Many visitors came with 
well-filled baskets. Among them were Rev. 
Edward Featherstone and a great many of 
his congregation from Servia, taking part in 
Sunday-school and church services. Eel 
River Church was represented; Brother Ed- 
ward Clink and family of Silver Lake were 
present, Brother Edward helping in the song 
services. After the morning services we 
feasted in a grove on the banks of Pony 
Creek near the church. In the afternoon we 
held services, after which we gathered again 
on the banks of Pony Creek, this time for 
baptismal services. There were fifteen can- 
didates from Antioch Church and one candi- 
date from Servia. Rev. Isaac Cox of Antioch 
Chureh and Rev. Edward Featherstone of 
Servia officiated.—Arthur Tyner, Clerk. 


Norman Station, June 8—Again the Lord 
has blessed us at Liberty Church with a good 
meeting which lasted seven nights. Thir- 
teen came into church during the meeting. 
We had excellent crowds, the house being 
filled to its capacity and as many more out- 
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A MEMORY SYSTEM 
FORGET each kindness that you do 


As soon as you have done it; 
Forget the praise that falls to you 
The moment you have won it; 

Forget the slander that you hear 
Before you can repeat it; 
Forget each slight, each spite, each 
sneer, 
Whenever you may meet it. 


Remember every kindness done 
To you, whate’er its measure; 
Remember praise by others won, 
And pass it on with pleasure; 
Remember every promise made 
And keep it to the letter; 
Remember those who lend you aid, 
And be a grateful debtor. 
—Exchange. 














s 








side, listening in at doors and windows. 
Rev. P. W. Hunsinger, Greentown, Rev. Em- 
mert Hall and wife, Westfield, Rev. Mr. 
Armstrong and Floyd Miller, both of Green- 
town, had charge of the meeting. Brother 
Hunsinger is a bundle of God’s love with 
hands to do and feet to go wherever needed. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hall are two young people 
studying for the ministry and are alive to 
the Lord’s work. Brother Armstrong is a 
singer who puts life into the singing. Broth- 
er Miller is a young man sixteen years old 
who is a gifted musician. He is a fine Chris- 
tian boy. If you want old-fashioned gospel 
preaching and soul-stirring revivals get in 
touch with Brother Hunsinger and his force. 
—Perry Maples. 
KANSAS 

Towanda, June 2—We quite recently re- 
turned from the Western Christian Conven- 
tion and wish to say it was better than ever, 
and that is saying a lot. These get-togeth- 
er meetings are so profitable that we wonder 
why more of our ministers and laymen do 
not take advantage of the same. As I see it 
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we will never succeed as we should until we 
take more interest in our colleges and the 
special Summer Schools provided by the 
schools for our instruction and _ help.—Dr. 
Denison was with us at Towanda for one day 
and put on the Stewardship Institute. Quite 
a lot of interest was manifested and surely 
the seed sown will bear us a large harvest. 
His messages were splendid presentations of 
the place money should hold in our lives. 
Anyone who wants the real gospel from the 
money side will do well to call Dr. Denison. 
—Our work here continues to grow. At pres- 
ent, through the kindness and generosity of 
Mr. and Mrs. M. Orban, Jr., we are planning 
for a new church building, modern and fully 
eyuipped in every way. This will no doubt 
add much to our work. We trust ere these 
lines reach our people that the contract will 
be let for the building. If present plans are 
earried out the building will be 56x80. It 
is to be of brick with white stone trimmings, 
Spanish design. When completed will be one 
of the finest buildings of the West. Thus 
with our increased responsibility we ask an 
interest in your prayers that we may meas- 
ure up to our opportunities—R. L. Hen- 
drickson. 


MARYLAND 


Havre de Grace, June 9—Memorial Day was 
observed at the Webstér Community Chris- 
tian Church by a sermon in the morning by 
our pastor, Rev. Milton W. Sutcliffe, his theme 
being, “What Mean Ye by This Service.” It 
was the most wonderful talk I have heard on 
an occasion like this. It was right to the 
point but unprejudiced in every detail. There 
were not as many of our own people out as 
we would like to have seen, but it was a 
very busy time and was rather a new idea 
with rural people. But I feel sure that this 
idea will not be a new one long among our 
people. The afternoon was spent in games. 

In the evening the Ladies’ Aid society ren- 
dered a chicken supper to about two hundred 
persons. Many of the friends who came on 
Saturday remained over the night to be with 
us Sunday morning. On Sunday morning the 
sermon was on “What the Cross’ Really 
means to us.” Sunday evening, June 7, we 
held our Children’s Day service with a splen- 
did congregation. The oftersng was fine.— 
Harriett E. Cooley. 


NEW YORK 


Albany, June 9—The annual session of the 
New York Eastern Conference, which was 
held at Medway, and which closed last Sun- 
day, found many of the Albany folks attend- 
ing its sessions. By actual count there were 
twenty-seven adults and nine children at the 
Sunday services. The morning service of 
the Albany Church was dispensed with, 
which made it possible for so many to at- 
tend the conference. We were very fortu- 
nate in having Mr. Hermon Eldredge preach 
at the evening service, June 7.—Last Sun- 
day, May 31, was Missionary Sunday in the 
Sunday-school. A class of young ladies who 
call themselves the “Gleaners” gave a very 
impressive play entitled, “How the Women’s 
Foreign Missionary Society Won the Young 
Ladies of the Church.” The last Sunday of 
every month is observed as Missionary Sun- 
day in the Sunday-school and half of the 
collection taken on that day is given to mis- 
sions.—Next Sunday, June 14, will be ob- 
served as Children’s Day and the Junior and 
Primary departments are planning to give 
a pageant called “Smiles and Sunbeams.”— 
Many members of the church and friends of 
our former pastor, Dr. F. G. Coffin, and Mrs. 
Coffin, are planning to send a bundle of ship 
letters to them as they sail for the other 
side this week. They will not only carry 
messages of Bon Voyage but also congratu- 
lations and best wishes to Dr. Coffin on his 
birthday.—Catherine M. Parvis, Church 
Clerk. 














THE 


NORTH CAROLINA 

Burlington, June 9—You will be interested 
to hear of the fine results of the Ham-Ram- 
say evangelistic meetings which closed here 
on May 31. Burlington and this entire sec- 
tion have experienced a great spiritual 
awakening, with between 1,300 and 1,400 con- 
versions. Several hundred have united with 
the various churches. The Christian church 
has received to date 128 new members, with 
others to follow. Present membership 620. 
—Last Sunday was indeed a great day in our 
church. At the Sunday-school we had pres- 
ent 465. The church and Sunday-school audi- 
torium had to be used both morning and 
night to accommodate the large audiences 
that were present. Fifty-five members were 
received during the day, and sixty-five were 
baptized at the night service.—G. O. Lank- 
ford, Pastor. 

OHIO 

Crown Point, Dayton, June 8—Sunday, 
June 7, was one of the greatest days in the 
history of this church. The attendance was 
not as large as some other days, but those 
who came were in earnest. Money is surely 
the acid test, and our people showed their 
spirit in the sacrifices some of them made. 
The occasion was the dedication of the new 
temporary Sunday-school room and the par- 
sonage. The parsonage has been built al- 
most two years, but not entirely completed 
or dedicated. Dr. Warren H. Denison came 
to us for the occasion; and while he was op- 
timistic, many of us were doubtful as we 
looked at the task ahead. We were in debt 
$3,200. But Dr. Denison’s message gave 
‘courage and faith, and in a few minutes we 
had pledged in cash and_= subscriptions 
$3317. There was a shout of praise and vic- 
tory as it was announced that we were over 
the top. This day will long be remembered 
by these good people. At three o’clock we 
met and dedicated the Sunday-school room 
and then went to the parsonage and dedicat- 
ed that. No evening service was held, but 
the whole day was one of victory.—Two 
years ago the first Sunday in June we burned 
the mortgage on the Sunday-school room 
built in 1917. Since then we have put in two 
new furnaces and paid $2,000 on the parson- 
age. When we think of this and know that 
the people here are all laboring people, we 
feel we can see the reason for their rapid 
growth. We ask that we be remembered in 
your prayers.—We feel that Dr. Denison is to 
be given credit for the good work he did. 
The success of the day was due to his efforts. 
—Clark A. Denison. 


Crown Point Dedications 


Crown Point is a rapidly growing suburb 
of Dayton, Ohio. It will soon be a very 
part of Dayton without a doubt. Our church 
is the only church in the community and it 
has as its objective to meet the religious 
needs of the growing community. Rev. 
Clark A. Denison is the successful pastor. 
Two years ago the first Sunday in June 
they burned the mortgage held against the 
church. Then during these two years they 
have built a parsonage at the cost of $4,000 
and had paid $2,000 of that. Then a new 
furnace was installed and paid for and oth- 
er equipment so that during the two years 
er equipment, so that during the two years 
out over $3,000 on added equipment. This 
spring their Sunday-school overflowed all 
their present room and they were compelled 
to have more room or stop growing. They 
decided to build a separate Religious Edu- 
cation building, frame, twenty by forty feet, 
in which they might house their Children’s 
Department. This cost $1,200 in addition 
to some donated labor, painting, etc. 

They set the first Sunday in June, the an- 
niversary of the burning of the church 
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Will You Answer? 





The End Is Not Yet 


UNE FOURTEEN is past and we are anxious to know 
what is the history it has made for the Christian Church. 
That does not however release us from responsibility if 

we have not yet given our share of Home Mission Support. 
We have never completed a task and escaped a responsibility 


Have an End in View 


Has your church set a goal for the home mission offering 
this year? If you go at it in just a haphazard way, without an 
aim and a goal, there is so little hope for success. 
been made to be burdened with the responsibility for making 
your church come up with her full share? 


When an End Is Not an End 


Sometimes things look dark and we are fearful that there 
might be an end that is not in the aim for our work. An end 
is not the finish when it is an aim for bigger and better things. 
The brighter day comes when we have reached the end of 
the mark we have set and are ready to vision another aim. 


Shall We Go Forward 


in Home Missions? 
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mortgage to raise the money needed to pay 
for the Religious Education building, $1,200, 
and the balance on the parsonage, $2,000. 
Then, if these funds were sufficiently provid- 
ed in cash and good subscriptions, to dedi- 
cate them both. After the morning sermon 
the writer asked for at least $3,200 needed 
and the generous, willing people responded 
with $3,317, which will assist in providing 
some of the deferred interest. Following 
the afternoon sermon the Religious Educa- 
tion building was duly dedicated, and the 
congregation then adjourned to the near-by 
parsonage and it, too, was formally dedi- 
cated. The day was ideal, the occasion was 
inspiring, pastor and people were generous 
and happy. The Crown Point Christian 
Church proposes to keep pace with the en- 
larging of the growing community. Mrs. 
Denison, the pastor’s wife, has a splendid 
Junior Church. The time is not far distant 
when a splendid large church will need to 
grace the heart of that community. Watch 
Crown Point grow. I would not be averse 
to claiming such a successful pastor as 
Rev. Clark A. Denison a relative of mine if 
we could only find any connecting link any- 
where among our ancestors, but so far we 
have failed. The writer officiated at the 
various services of the day. 
WARREN H. DENISON. 


oO 


Always there have been men who resisted 
every new conception of truth and trembled 
for the ark of God. There was a dramatic 
moment in the Assembly of the Free Church 


of Scotland when Dr. Robertson Smith, turn- 
ing upon one of his critics, said: “I know but 
one character in the Bible who trembled for 
the ark of God, and that was Eli, a worldly 
ecclesiastic.” Always, too, there have been 
men who believed profoundly that the spirit 
of God was leading the Church in their 
day as in that of their fathers, and leading 
it into richer and more spiritual interpreta- 
tions of the everlasting gospel_—E xchange. 


o 


Contentment does not spring from what 
you have; contentment always springs 
from what you see. You can use a penny to 
give a beggar bread; or you can use it to 
shut out the sun. And that is why love 
is infinitely happy, because it sees with the 
very eyes of God and finds, as Jesus found 
when he was here, “infinite riches in a 
little room.”—G. H. Morrison. 


Oo 


There are no endearments so tender as 
the endearment created by religious under- 
standing and sympathy. All other unions 
perish, all other associations are but for 
the passing moment; immortality, true kin- 
dred, absolute identity of spirit, thought, 
purpose, can be found in Christ alone.— 
Joseph Parker. 
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Evangelizing a County 


BY REV. CLARENCE DEFUR, D. D. 


Not long after the beginning of the church 

year of 1924 for the majority of the de- 
nominations of Preble County, Ohio, a 
movement was promoted by the ministerial 
association to major for the season in a 
simultaneous’ evangelistic effort. The 
thought was to stress the visitation method 
without neglecting the mass meeting, and at 
all times depend on the Holy Spirit’s leader- 
ship. Work of this type had already begun 
in the country and it was expected so to 
plan that it would continue to spread as 
widely as possible. 

The twelve townships were made units of 
the organization. Each unit was headed 
with at least one minister and one layman, 
who together secured surveyors and listed 
every man, woman, and child with relation 
to religious inclinations. Classifications 
were made after suggestions of the Ohio 
Council of Churches, omitting such data as 
seemed unimportant. Following this field 
work the facts obtained were assembled by 
competent clerks, who classified for every 
local church of the county the responsibii- 
ities belonging to their respective constitu- 
encies. In case where no religious prefer- 
ences were given, the interested pastors -for 
such areas agreed to a division and assign- 
men of such names that no one would be 
passed without a call during the personal 
visitations. 

It was agreed that the simultaneous effort 
be made during the last two weeks of Feb- 
ruary as nearly as possible. Latitude was 
allowed for any church which saw fit to be- 
gin earlier or to continue later. A number 
of congregations made Easter the climax of 
their efforts. No prescribed or stereotyped 
order was insisted upon. The one point ad- 
hered to was that every person of Preble 
County should have presented to him the 
claims of Christ on his life. In this way de- 
nominational and local politics could be fol- 
lowed without embarrassment. One after- 
noon and evening were devated to special 
instruction and inspiration, when repre- 
sentatives from all churches of the county 
were called together at the county seat and 
centrally located, to listen to Bishop Hender- 
son of the Evangelistic Department of the 
Ohio Council of Churches. Denominational 
specialists were introduced at the time of 
the intensive efforts and served acceptably. 
In a number of cases ministers of the 
county so planned as to assist in other 
churches than their own for one or more 
days. Denominational lines were not ob- 
served in these services. 

The visible results of the county-wide 
effort went beyond the expectations of 
many. The emphasis throughout the entire 
movement was not on assembling of data 
but on classifying facts in order to make 
them most serviceable in presenting Christ 
to the people. In short, the organization 
and survey were merely a means to an end 
—the end being gospel evangelism. 

In the beginning of the work a call was 
made by the executive committee for each 
church to contribute a sum equal to five 
cents per member. The amount thus raised, 
$226.30, was sufficient to pay all expenses 
with a small balance to turn back into the 
treasury of the ministerial association. This 
did not include costs entailed by churches in 
promoting their local campaigns. 

Nine denominations co-operated in the 
movement, though not all with equal inter- 
est. Statistics reported herewith are not 
absolutely complete. The number of pros- 
pects was 3,671. The total number of addi- 
tions to the churches was 847, which in- 


cludes the transfers. The vast majority, 
though, were conversions. The records show 
944 decisions. There were 135 persons en- 
gaged in survey work, besides the office 
force. There were 454 engaged in house to 
house visitations. Something near 3500 calls 
were made. There were about twenty-three 
percent of the prospects won, according to 
the available figures. The exact member- 
ship of the churches at the beginning of 
the year is not in hand; but approximating 
the number at 6,000, the percentage of in- 
crease is 14. 

The great spiritual uplift to individuals 
and churches cannot be measured and we do 
not seek to do that, for it will be manifest 
in the activities of the future and known 
of our Heavenly Father. 


More of a Living and 


More of Life 


E hear often enough, perhaps, that edu- 

cation pays. Some want to be sure of 
it. Our readers may welcome recent inter- 
esting figures on that theme by Dean 
Everett W. Lord, from the College of Busi- 
ness Administration in Boston University. 
His studies reveal the fact that, measured 
even in material values, education pays. 

The cash value of a four-year high school 
course is $33,000, and the cash value of a 
college or technical training is $72,000. Dr. 
Lord arrives at these conclusions from the 
study of charts showing the maximum earn- 
ings of the average untrained man com- 
pared with those of the high school grad- 
uate and of the college or technical school 
graduate. 

The untrained man, Dr. Lord finds, be- 
gins work at fourteen, reaches his maximum 
income at thirty, receiving on the average 
less than $1,200 a year, and has earned by 
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the time he is sixty about $45,000: During 
the four years that would have given him 
a high school education he earns not more 
than $2,000. 

The high school graduate goes to work at 
eighteen, rises to a maximum income of 
$2,200 a year at forty, and has earned by 
the time he is sixty about $78,000. By re- 
maining four years in high school, at an 
immediate loss of $2,000 in earnings, he has 
increased his total earnings by $33,000. 

The college or technical school graduate 
begins work at twenty-two, rises to a maxi- 
mum of $6,000 at sixty, and earns in all 
about $150,000. 

Education is more, however, than a 
means of enlarged financial income. One 
secures an education—as the Christian Ob- 
server reminds us—by gleaning from men, 
books, and laboratories; from field, forest, 
and whispering winds; but education is 
even more than this. 

Dr. Thomas C. Blaisdell points out that 
education is “learning promptness ad 
thoughtfulness, kindness and helpfulness, 
and every form of purity; it is the master- 
ing of mind and spirit, of appetite and 
passion, of thought and word and glance; it 
is knowing that nothing but service brings 
worthy living, that selfishness means sin, 
that courage lies in being right. Education 
is the implanting of good habits, the ac- 
quirement of efficiency, the development of 
twenty-four carat character.” 

Of course, only a Christian education can 
insure these results. What we want from 
education is more man, not merely more 
money. We want from it what Jesus 
promised—more abundant life. Hence back 
of school curriculum and equipment we seek 
the living teacher, especially the Great 
Teacher! Hence, the school is to be chosen 
that welcomes him!—The Christian World. 
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greatness? 


America.” 


A Good Book 


BY LLOYD RECK 


OW many members of the Christian Church know the true history and prog- 
ress of their own church? Do they know that the Christian denomination 
and our own beloved United States were infants together and have, through the 
years of trials and deevlopment, come down to us hand in hand into their present 


Milo True Morrill, M. A., D. D., one time secretary of Foreign Missions and 
professor in Defiance College, tells the fine story of the development of the 
Christian Church in his interesting “History of the Christian Denomination in 


Every member of the Christian Church should read the history and gain a 
knowledge of the great organization and its principles. 
not fully appreciate the walue. of his membership in the church. Full realiza- 
tion of that fact came about in a class of eleven students in Defiance College 
who made a study of Dr. Morrill’s book this year. 


Without this, one can- 


i that b the book is used as a 





Please do not form the hasty 


ciation, Dayton, Ohio. 





text in college that it would be dry and difficult to read; for quite the contrary, 
It is easily understood, interesting, and constructive. 
or church lihrary would reach a large number of people and would quickly set 
at ease the minds of those who have wondered about the work and aspirations 
of the organization with which they are affiliated. 


The volume may be quickly obtained from The Christian Publishing Asso- 


A copy in the home, public 
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The Drama of Human Destiny 
(Continued from page nine) 


have wondered why. The only answer I 
can find from my own soul is that he wept 
for the same reason that we all have wept 
at times, because we could not understand 
the mysterious ways of God with human 
life. As I write these words I can hear the 
wail and the shriek of unutterable anguish 
from those broken-hearted wives, sisters, 
mothers, and children at the scene of the 
mine disaster at Sullivan, Indiana, where 
some fifty husbands and fathers are buried 
beneath the wreckage in the mine below. 
And I can hear them crying in unspeakable 
agony, ““Why, O why must this be so?” 

The early Christians were asking this 
same question, and it has been asked in 
every age. The Patriarch Job asked it in 
the years of the long ago. “How can we 
reconcile frightful persecution, fearful suf- 
fering, indescribable pain and anguish of 
God’s people, with the power, wisdom, and 
goodness of God.” Earth has no satisfactory 
answer to that question. The human mind 
has never given one. Science and philosophy 
are speechless in the presence of this mys- 
terious book in the hands of God, sealed 
seven times. Yes, apart from Jesus Christ 
there is no answer. John was at first dis- 
appointed. The Book of the Mystery of 
Life lies a sealed book in the hands of God. 
He discovers the solution. One of the elders 
informed him that the Lion of the Tribe of 
Judea would be worthy to open the seals 
and reveal and explain the mind and pur- 
poses of God. Here we have the meaning of 
the vision. The love and purpose of God 
are disclosed only in Christ, through his in- 
carnation and suffering. If Christ cannot 
solve the riddle of life and relieve our 
aching fears, then there is no solution. If 
he cannot answer the questions of the heart, 
they must go unanswered forever. 

In the sixth chapter, the Lamb takes the 
book from the hand of God and breaks the 
seals and liberates the truth with reference 
to the forces and currents of history, as 
they surge and roll through the centuries 
of time. One by one “The Four Horses of 
the Apocalypse” charge across the stage 
of the drama, gallop across the changeful 
years. What does it mean? Some have 
thought to give it a very literal interpreta- 
tion. Some would have its fulfillment in 
concrete events of history. But to the best 
Christian scholarship of our time, it repre- 
sents the commonplace facts of human his- 
tory. To the Hebrew, the horse was ever a 
symbol of war, never of peace. The white 
horse in the vision represents the conquerer. 
The victor always parades on the white 
charger. It may be a Pharaoh following the 
Israelites, a Titus conquering Jerusalem, 
Mohammed crossing the Pyrenees, Napoleon 
charging across Europe, or Bismarck riding 
into Paris in 1870—but ever and always the 
white-plumed conqueror, riding the white 
horse of conquest, is seen galloping across 
the plains of history. 
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colleges. 


day-schools, and Christian Endeavor. 
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Christian Education and the Christian Church 
By President W. A. Harper 


HE Christian Church has been interested in education from its beginning, 
and no educational institution of the Christian Church has ever been 
conducted on any other than a co-educational basis. 

The first college in the country that admitted men and women on abso- 
lutely equal terms without any discrimination leading to regular degrees was 
Antioch College of Yellow Springs, Ohio, under the leadership of Horace Mann, 
and this college was founded and promoted by the Christian Church. 

So far as we know, the Christian Church was the pioneer in providing an 
endowment for higher education, giving the note of incorporated bodies to 
particular colleges and paying the interest on the note without paying the 
money. This has been done in two instances, and it has served a purpose in 
these two instances of tying the constituency in a most loyal fashion to these 


The Christian denomination was the first completely to unify its work of 
Christian Education by the union and merger of its Board of Education, Sun- 
ay-Si The present Board of Christian Educa- 
tion is the only accredited educational agency of a general character in the 


One of thé colleges of the Christian Church was the first to erect on its 
campus a laboratory of Christian education in which students in Bible and 
Religious Education subjects are given definite training as superintendents 
and teachers in the closely graded Week-day School of Religion. 
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The second seal is broken, and the red 
horse appears. It is the red horse of war 
and bitter hate. That always follows upon 
the heels of conquest. Conquest never 
settles anything. Nations may ride the 
white horse of conquest today, but the red 
horse of war and bloodshed will overtake it 
tomorrow. The third seal is broken, and 
the black horse of famine and despair fol- 
lows in the very footprints of conquest and 
war. It never fails to make its appearance, 
when hate and bloodshed have done their 
worst. The fourth seal is broken, and the 
pale horse of death and pestilence staggers 
onto the stage, and the black plume of 
typhus, cholera, and other death-dealing 
destroyers of life staggers the imagination 
and palls the heart of man. The fifth seal 
is broken, and John heard the cry of the 
living echoed among the dead, at the altar 
of heaven. God would yet have his way 
with earth, and then a righteous judge will 
balance the scales of eternal justice. The 
eternal throne of Justice stands and heaven 
will have the last word to say. 


When the sixth seal of God’s Book of 
Mystery is opened, we face an unusual 
phenomena. Here, language is bankrupt to 
picture the awe-inspiring and terrifying 
scene of earthquake, eruption, skies rended, 
heavens falling, sun veiled, the moon like 
blood and stars slipping from their sockets. 
The early Christians thought the end was 
near, and the final judgment at hand. The 
prophets of old as well as the Apocalyptists 
taught that the end, the culmination of evil 
and the final triumph of righteousness, was 
in the immediate future. The early Church 
so interpreted the dire disasters that were 
upon them. But this is only the beginning 
of the Great Tribulation. The picture is so 
dark and dismal that some have leaped to 


it as a prophesy of the last days. The truth 


eo 
wr 


is that revelation is not in the time of the 
fulfillment. Even Christ had no mind for 
information as to this. But the fact is that 
our Christian faith has led us to believe that 
some day in the far-off eons of time evil 
will fail and goodness and righteousness and 
love and beauty will triumph. If the break- 
ing of the sixth seal indicates the end and 
final judgment, then the breaking of the 
seventh seal should result in the Holy City 
and the New Jerusalem. But not so; it is 
only the beginning of woes. 

We leave the sixth chapter for a glance 
of the episode, and prelude to the breaking 
of the seventh seal, in the seventh chapter. 
This, a restful pause in the drama. After 
the thundering of the great orchestra of 
God’s universe, we hear the calm and sooth- 
ing notes of hushed voices, singing in sub- 
dued tone the music of heaven. The great 
Tribulation has already begun on earth. 
Antichrist is about to be unloosed at last, 
incarnate and with superhuman power. The 
144,000 are the spiritual Israel, sealed, who 
would stand out and keep the faith through 
the great tribulation and persecution. They 
are the faithful of earth, who would walk 
through fire, stand at the stake, hang from 
the cross, be mangled by wild beasts, buried 
alive and tortured indescribably, but yet will 
emerge from the great onslaught of Anti- 
christ with white robes and martyrs’ 
crowns. 

But who is the “innumerable company?” 
They are in heaven before the Throne. 
John saw across the years to the end. The 
Great Tribulation is over. The Christian 
saints of the years have been tested and 
tried and found faithful. They now stand 
“an innumerable company,” including the 
144,000 that John saw on earth, from every 
nation, tribe, and tongue, around the throne 
of God. The vision represents John’s con- 
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viction that the gospel would be universally 
triumphant. He believed that the Church 
was secure. He was sure that the grain 
of mustard seed Jesus had planted would 
become a vast universal growth, in the 
shadow of which millions of earth would 
finally gather. When he heard the voice out 
of heaven saying that “God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes,” he began 
to understand the mystery of God’s hitherto 
sealed book, and hopefully waited for the 
breaking of the seventh and final seal. 
Urbana, Illinois. 


What is the Matter With 
the Churches? 


(Continued from page eight) 
for the moment at least, to press too cynical- 
ly the question: “What is the matter with 
our churches?” The Church’s money is in- 
creasingly expended, not on itself, but on 
mankind. 

One of the subjects affording the most 
violent criticism of the churches, sometimes 
with more heat than light, is that of their 
want of unity. Now it is true that if we 
look simply at the attempts of the churches 
to find a common expression of intellectual 
faith or even of religious experience, a com- 


mon polity, identical form of worship, if ° 


we look simply at the hold upon them of 
traditional and historical ideas and pro- 
cesses, it would not appear that the 
churches had moved forward very much in 
the direction of unity. 

Meanwhile, rather quietly, without ob- 
servation, like the Kingdom of Heaven, the 
churches have been finding their unity. 
They have been discovering that spiritually 
they are in unity—that they have unity of 
experience. They have been discovering 
this, however, not by argument and discus- 
sion, not by comparing and contrasting 
their statements of intellectual belief, but 
as they have found their common God-given 
task. 

The movement for Christian co-operation 
during the past decade, when it comes to be 
written in history fifty years hence, will be 
remarked as the most striking progress in 
the history of human institutions, both as 
to scope and time. 

A little more than a decade ago no city 
or town in America had any appreciable co- 
operative work among its churches. Today 
fifty cities have their local Federations of 
Churches of greater or less efficiency, serv- 
ing for the churches much as the local 
chamber of commerce serves the business 
interests of the community. Fifty more 
could be added in a month, if we ha’ trained 
men to administer them. 

This co-operative method of approaching 
Christian unity has become worldwide. The 
Federal Council during the last five years 
has established relationships with similar 
bodies which have been formed in other 
nations and now has its own secretary in 
Europe, located in Switzerland. The great 
Eastern churches have not been overlooked; 
and while it cannot be said that any ap- 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


preciable co-operative relations have been 
developed, there is a constant growing fra- 
ternity between the churches of Christ in 
America and these great churches of the 
Eastern world. : 

Next August there will meet at Stock- 
holm a conference composed of the churches 
of all the nations of the world, including the 
Eastern Churches, much similar in nature 
to a quadrennial meeting of our own Fed- 
eral Council in America, to consider their 
practical human tasks. 

This survey would be incomplete if it did 
not call attention to the tremendous growth 
and development of the numerous children 
of the church, the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, the Young Women’s Christian 
Association and similar expressions of the 
life and vitality of the churches. 

Go to the office of the Boy Scouts of 
America and ask them whether or not it 
would be possible to maintain that movement 
without the churches, Catholic, Protestant, 
and Hebrew, as a fundamental basis. Ask 
where they get their leadership. Go to the 
director of Near East Relief and ask him to 
interpret the vitality of the churches in 
terms of Christian brotherliness. Every- 
where the stream of the Church has over- 
flowed its banks and one trouble is that, be- 
cause of this, people have lost sight of the 
stream and its source. 

The great social movements of our day 
rest structurally on the Church. This is 
not to claim that the Church is meeting 
adequately the obligations of its mission. 
But it can be said that it comes nearer do- 
ing so than any other human agency, politi- 
cal, economic, or social, all of which stand 
before their tasks today in direst confusion. 

The most important thing, however, is 
this, the churches everywhere themselves 
are asking the question: “What is the 
matter?” This is the most hopeful sign of 
the times, that the churches themselves are 
dealing with the problem. No other institu- 
tion, political, economic, or industrial, has 
surveyed its task at this moment of the 
world’s need so undauntedly as has the 
Church: It is just because of its new ideal- 
ism that the Church, in its practical realiza- 
tion of its accepted responsibility, seems to 
have waned as it sheds its own light upon 
its own conscience. The main thing is this, 
its face is toward the light. 


Suppose This Were Your 


Last Day 

WOMAN once asked Mr. Wesley, “Sup- 

posing that you knew that you were to 
die at twelve o’clock tomorrow night, how 
would you spend the intervening time?” 
“How madam?” he replied. “Why just as I 
intend to spend it now, I should preach this 
evening at Gloucester, and again at five to- 
morrow morning; after that I should ride 
to Tewksbury, preach in the afternoon, and 
meet the societies in the evening. I should 
then repair to friend Martin’s house, who 
expects to entertain me, converse and pray 
with the family as usual, retire to my room 
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at ten o’clock, commend myself to my 
Heavenly Father, lie down to rest, and 
wake up in glory.” Nothing could be more 
beautiful tan Wesley’s simple faith and 
noble consecration. If you had but one day 
left how would yuu spend it?—Selected. 


o 


He who would have a healthy mind and 
a healthy body must cultivate the habit of 
facing the facts of life squarely, and dealing 
with them reasonably and wholesomely. To 
let fears, dreads, repulsions, imperious long- 
ings, angers, resentments, rebellions, shames, 
and other such things, sing into the mind 
without being thus dealt with, is to plant a 
nest from which a brood of troubles may be 
hatched later on.— Winifred Rhoades. 


THE FURNACE 


By DAN POLING 


(Rev. Daniel A. Poling, Litt.D., LL.D., Minister 
Marble Collegiate Church, New York) 





Love, Steel and War are the key-words of this great 
story, involving the dramatic scenes of the greatest in- 
dustrial conflict of the decade. Charles M. Sheldon 
says: “The Furnace is an astonishing story—an epic. I 
sat up all night reading it.” 


Jacket illustrated in colors. Net, $2.00 


TODAY’S SUPREME CHAL- 
LENGE TO AMERICA _ 


Rev. James Franklin Love, D.D., author of 
“(Missionary Messages,’’ etc. 


A clarion call to America to use her vast resources in reliev- 
ing the world’s spiritual and material distress. Net, 


MORE PSYCHOLOCY AND 
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 


T. W. Pym, D.S.O., author of “‘Psychology and 
the Christian Life,’’ etc. 


The large number who profited by Mr. Pym’s former book 
will heartily welcome this second study of the importance of 
psychology in daily Christian living. Net. $1.60 


TEACHING THE YOUTH OF 
THE CHURCH } }»&»&»;©=&— 


Cynthia Pearl Maus. 


An authoritative and suggestive analysis of the teaching 
gees specifically applied to lesson development iu religions 
ucation. e 





CHRISTIANITY AND WORLD 
PROBLEMS. 
Rev. W. E. Orchard, D.D., author of ‘‘Founda- 
tions of Faith,’’ etc. 


A challenging appeal from one of F-ngland’s greatest preach- 
ers for the practica! application of Christ’s teachings to world 
needs. 


et, 





THE SPIRITUAL PILCRIM- 
ACE OF JESUS. The Bruce 
Lectures, 1917 


Rev. James Alex. Robertson, D.D., author of 

“Concerning the Soul,’’ etc. 

The late Principal Alexander Whyte said: “T have been 
enthralled by ‘The Spiritual Vilgrimaze of Jvsns.’ It has 
hardly been out of my lands since I first opened a 32.00 
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CREATIVE PRAYER 


E. Herman, author of ‘‘The Secret Garden of 
the Soul,’ etc. 


A remarkable revelation of the unrealized power of pre er 
in Christian experience. Net, $2.00 


THE FAITH OF ST. PAUL 


Rev. D. M. Ross, D.D. 
study of St. Paul as the interpreter of Jesus. The Method- 
tet Tiines says: “One of tue nestor the modern expositions of 
the teachings of the great Apostle.” Net, 82.00 
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